
The Broadmoor Junior High School Learning Team recently presented a    
check to TAPS collected during their school fundraiser. Members of the 
team pictured below and include (not in order of picture): Ben Ringel, 
Presley Sours, Bennett Taylor, Emily Pendelton, Hannah Dunn, Leah 
Huss, Charles Robison, Zach Klingbeil, Nicole Leitner, Andi Saban and 
Damia Crocker. Thanks to all who helped support their efforts. 

Se Tailwaggers Classic:
Mineral Springs Park-Pekin 

September 26th, 2010 
(rain date Oct. 3rd) 

1 – 5 pm 

All registered walkers receive a t-shirt, free pet 
bandana, photo of you & your pet, and a pet goodie 
bag. 

Collect $25.00 or more in pledges and receive a 
walk t-shirt 

Each walker (with pledges) will receive one free 
ticket for our prize drawing 

Pledge form and additional information 
provided inside newsletter. Don’t miss out – 

fun, prizes, raffles, pet games plus more. Bring 
your best friend(s) and family! 

Pedigree Foundation
On November 10, 2009, the Pedigree Foundation gave TAPS a grant 
of $656.53 is based on the amount of money the Pedigree Foundation 
raises to be distributed to shelters across the country.  The grant is to 
be used to help dogs in the process of making them more adoptable 
and increase the number of adoptions.  These funds were used for 
medical expenses to help the dogs like Lucy Lou (pictured below) 

whose stories and pictures are shared in this newsletter.

Our annual TAPS "Wine and Dine & Silent Auction” was a real success with 
a sellout crowd of 260.The attendees enjoyed wine compliments of Jan and 
Bob Saal, entertaining sounds by Carl Bopp, wonderful food by Chef Rob 
Eaton & staff, and great auction items displayed by Dick Barker & 
committee.  Thanks to the businesses who donated a fine selection of 
merchandise, excited bidders and especially the dedicated committee who 
coordinated such a wonderful event.  The event raised $32.400 for our 
sheltered animals.  We want to say THANK YOU, THANK YOU ALL!!!!!!!!  
Mark your calendar for May 2nd, 2010 and our next "Wine and Dine" to 
be held again the first Sunday of May.......The same great committee 
hopes to see you there.



GREETINGS! 
 
 
Change – a very small word, which can be embraced or feared. This 
word represents action and can bring about positive results is many 
ways.  Organizations can change and evolve, yet can still hold clearly 
the founding principals, vision and mission.  TAPS is changing as an 
organization, but we are and will remain a no-kill shelter - committed 
to keeping pets until they find a loving home.  That said our mission 
remains exactly the same.  Our vision defines TAPS long-term goals, 
including many areas that alone could lead an organization due to the 
complex facets involved in being excellent at each.   
The change TAPS is making relates to focusing our efforts on specific 
areas of this vision, to become excellent, rather than average.  Many 

programs need more volunteers, resources and energy focused, to do them justice.   
   
TAPS as an organization has been in existence for more than 50 years, caring for animals and helping those in need.  In 
the Spring newsletter, I referenced the incredible facility, and the spay / neuter and animal care programs offered by an 
organization in Chicago called PAWS.  TAPS is a much smaller organization with a different resource base, but the 
goals held are consistent, and over time we strive to offer similar programs and become more like this progressive 
organization.  TAPS has recently been awarded a grant from the Community Foundation of Central Illinois for  
$3,000.00, which will provide funds to animals in our community whose families have a demonstrated financial need.  
These funds will be offered on a first come, first served basis once an application (available at TAPS) is submitted.  
Preference will be given for alteration (spay and neuter) requests, as well as care (vaccinations or surgeries), necessary to 
keep a pet in the home.  TAPS realizes that $3,000.00 will only help a small fraction of animals in need – but each pet 
altered will ultimately combat the growing overpopulation problem in our area and in time decrease euthanasia rates.  
These services will also be available for stray / feral cat alterations.  Please contact TAPS for more details on this 
program. 
 
Volunteers are a vital component to the continuation of existing programs at TAPS, and are essential to development and 
growth of additional programs (such as community outreach and education).  This Spring and Summer have been filled 
with many off-site adoption events, as well as parades, annual events like the Wine & Dine or Rockin’ & Ridin’ for 
TAPS, and outreach requests for donations at Wal-mart, Schnucks, Kroger and other local businesses.  These activities 
relate to animal adoption and fundraising activities – both of which are essential.  Animal Care, Adoption and 
Fundraising events appeal to the strengths and interests of different people, but each is necessary to support the 
organization, which provides for the animals in our care.  There are so many areas where volunteers are needed; foster 
homes, animal care givers, event and fundraising committee members, outreach / education and adoption related 
volunteers to name a few!  Please contact Sheila Borton, TAPS Volunteer Coordinator if you have an interest in one of 
these or other areas to volunteer – we need your help! 
 
As the saying goes, “Time flies when you are having fun” and TAPS has certainly been keeping busy and having fun this 
Summer.  Our website has a new look – please check it out for a listing of upcoming events, and ways to support or help 
out.  There are also many new features and additions to this new site thanks for the donation and hard work of the staff at 
Webtech services!  Despite the continued low adoption rate and high request for animal surrenders, our efforts to 
promote, and adopt the animals in our care remains.  Facility improvements continue - as need specific donations provide 
for them, and we strive towards making this temporary stop at TAPS on the way to a permanent home, to be a loving and 
comfortable one for the animals.   
 
We are committed to providing a clean, well-kept facility, with a staff and group of volunteers working diligently to not 
only care for the animals, but also make our visitors feel welcome.  We appreciate the support given by each person, who 
has in some way been a part of TAPS over the years - making it the organization we are today.  TAPS, as an organization 
is able to continue its mission and strive towards the goals of our vision - thanks to the help, caring support, and passion 
of each and every one of you!  TAPS is so blessed be a part of a community who believes it is important to care for and 
help the animals.    
 
Sincerely, 
Angela Blackman 
Executive Director - TAPS 
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         Walk Day:  
      September 26th, 2010    YOUTH GRAND PRIZE 
     (Rain Day: Oct 3rd)      

               
      

 Please encourage your family and friends to sponsor you by making a tax-deductible donation to TAPS Animal Shelter. 

 All awards will be based on the money you turn in on the day of the walk.  Grand prizes will not be given out on Walk Day-
winners will be notified once all totals are calculated Tuesday.  Thank you for your continued support! 

 
TAPS Animal Shelter Tailwaggers 2010 Pledge Form. 

Please Print Clearly – one participant per form. 
Additional pledges may be listed on a separate sheet - or you may photocopy this form. 

Walker’s Name:____________________________    E-Mail:__________________________________ 
Address:_________________________________     City:______________  State:______  Zip:______ 
Phone Number:____________________________    Walker’s Age, if under 18*:____X_______________ 
      *Under 14 must be accompanied by an adult.   Participant’s signature OR parent/guardian signature if under 18. 
By participating in this event, I assume all risks for myself and my pet(s).   I will keep my pet leashed, caged, or otherwise under my complete control at all times.  I certify that all 
annual vaccines are current and my pet is capable of participating.  Do not bring females in season.  It is recommended that puppies be over 4 months of age. 

Sponsor’s Name Address, City, State, Zip Pledge 
Amount 

Paid 
X 

Employer 
Matching Form

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
 TOTAL COLLECTED PLEDGES (this page) $________   
 GRAND TOTAL-ALL COLLECTED PLEDGES $________   
Make your tax-deductible check payable to TAPS Animal Shelter.  All money must be turned in on Walk Day to 
be eligible for prizes and event T-shirt. 

Don’t Miss out on the raffle drawing to 
be done at the at conclusion of the WALK 
 

Tickets= $1.00 each 

All registered walkers receive a T-shirt, free 
pet bandana, photo of you & your pet, and a 
pet goodie bag. 
 

Collect $25.00 or more in pledges and receive 
a walk t-shirt 
 

Each Walker (with pledges) will receive one 
free ticket for our raffle drawings. 
 

ADULT GRAND PRIZE  
Weekend Getaway Package; 
2 Night stay in Rockford, plus 
activity / event tickets…details to 
announce at Tailwaggers. 
******************************************************** 
Must be 18 years or older.  Pledges must exceed 
$500.00 for participant to be eligible to win; all 
collected pledges must be turned in by date of 
walk.  This prize applies to individual pledge 
collectors only-not teams. 

I will be unable to attend and/or collect 
pledges for Tailwaggers, but enclosed 
is my tax-deductible donation to help 
the homeless pets.  $________ 

Tailwaggers Location: Mineral 
Springs Park-Pekin 

Entertainment Package-tickets to 
local & regional activities or events. 
*************************************************** 
Must be 17 years or younger.  You will receive 1 entry for 
each $100.00 in pledges you turn in.  A ticket entry will be 
randomly drawn from all entries turned in.  All collected 
pledges must be turned in by date of walk.  This prize 
applies to individual pledge collectors only-not teams. 



A Shared Mission:  To Help Animals Find Permanent Loving Homes: A Grant Report 
By Linda Tosch 

(Pedigree Foundation) 
 
Delila, the white German Sheppard 

    Since Rosemary was raising her young granddaughter, she thought that at some point she 
might like to get a dog. So when her granddaughter’s aunt told her about an ad she’d seen in a 
newspaper for a dog being given away, she decided to investigate. She called and was given 
directions to a farm in rural Tazewell County. Once she was there, a man by the name of Sean 
introduced her to a three year old white German Sheppard named Delila. Sean told Rosemary 
that his wife had brought home two dogs, and they’d named them Sampson and Delila (a 
slightly shortened version of the Biblical name, Delilah). When they divorced, his ex-wife took 
Sampson, and gave him Delila. He explained that he had remarried, his wife had a dog, and they 
were moving, so he was giving away the dog. Delila was friendly and went right over to 
Rosemary’s daughter. 

     Rosemary noticed a bump on the dog’s head. She asked about it and was told that there was no problem. Delila had been taken to a 
veterinarian and was told there was nothing wrong. He said that all Rosemary needed to do was put some over-the-counter antibiotic 
cream on the bump, and it would be fine. 
      So, Rosemary brought the dog home. Rosemary said Delila was a wonderful dog; she loved children and was very gentle with her 
young granddaughter. Everyone loved the dog. She’d followed instructions and put an ointment on the dog’s head, but it didn’t help. 
The bump got bigger. When she took Delila to a veterinarian, she was given an extensive list of medical care the dog would need, 
which was going to cost hundreds of dollars. Since Rosemary was raising her granddaughter on her own, she said, she did not have the 
money to spend on the dog’s care. She tried to call Sean to arrange to take the dog back, but 
there was no answer. It broke her heart, she said, but she felt she didn’t have any other options 
but to give up the dog and brought her to TAPS. 
     After looking at Delila, TAPS’ veterinarian reported that the dog’s biggest problem was a 
severe infection which caused the large bump on her head.  It looked as if she’d been injured, 
and it had not been treated. It would require surgery. Delila had the surgery, and was adopted 
by Sue Payne of Morton, Illinois.  Sue wrote that Delila fit right in to the family; she is not 
only very smart but “is a very loving dog that loves to get on the couch and sit next to you with 
her head in your lap and fall asleep. She loves to snuggle, and she gives her adopted sister 
Stella kisses on head in the morning.”    
     Sue reported that along with Stella, Delila does very well with the grandchildren, her daughter’s white German Sheppard and is 
oblivious to the cat. The stitches came out with no problem, the wound has healed and all of Delila’s beautiful white hair has grown 
back. A small scar on top of Delila’s head replaces the large bump where the infection once grew. Delila is enjoying her new family 
life. 
Krista, renamed Lucy Lou, the Sheltie 

     It was a typical Saturday morning and Tom was walking his lab out in a wooded area near his 
neighborhood when he spotted a dog, a Sheltie that ran away when they walked toward it. The next 
Saturday, the same thing happened. Tom investigated and was told someone in the neighborhood did have 
a Sheltie. So, Tom, thinking he’d found the dog’s owner, went out and was able to get close enough to 
pick up the dog. Unfortunately, he found that the dog did not belong to anyone in the neighborhood. Tom 
came to the conclusion that the dog had been abandoned in the woods. So, he called TAPS. 
     When Jennifer Brackney, a TAPS foster parent, stopped in the shelter one day, she noticed the dog--- 
named Krista at the shelter. She thought it needed some attention and volunteered to foster the dog. In just 
a few days, Jennifer was informed that the dog had been adopted. However, the older lady discovered 
Krista suffered from seizures and didn’t feel qualified or capable of 
caring for the dog.  Krista came back to Jennifer’s home for foster 
care.  Krista was soon evaluated by Jennifer’s veterinarian, and a 

treatment plan developed.  Krista had been in Brackney’s care for a 
very short period of time when Kay Coate, of Washington stopped 
in to TAPS one day to drop off some donations and indicated she 
was looking to adopt a Sheltie.  Kay had the experience TAPS was 

looking for - not only was she a nurse, she also owned an older pet named Annie (also a 
Sheltie) with health problems.  (Sadly, Kay recently lost Annie due to kidney failure).  The 
adoption went well and Kay soon had two Shelties at home.  Kay renamed Krista, Lucy Lou. 
She had reported that here have been some rough weeks dealing with Lucy Lou’s seizures, but 
with the treatment plan and Kay’s 45 years of nursing experience, they have gotten through the tough times. When Kay brought Lucy 
Lou home the dog hid, and has continued to be a little shy around strangers (particularly one with a camera). However, Kay recently 
reported that Lucy Lou has warmed up. With love and attention, she has been acting more like the typical dog—lounging at Kay’s 
feet, wagging her tail and dancing when Kay comes home from work. Lucy Lou, because of her medication, “eats like a horse,” Kay 
has reported, “Lucy Lou is a sweet and loving girl. She is here to stay.” 

Lucy Lou and her owner 
Kay Coate. The image on 
the blanket next to them is 
of Annie.  Lucy Lou 
suffers from seizures, and 
Kay is not only an 
experienced Sheltie owner 
but a nurse. 

Annie and Lucy Lou 

Delila and adopted sister, Stella 



Lady Luck, the little Silky Terrier    (Pedigree Grant cont.)                                                                                 
 

     Lady Luck was brought into TAPS by a woman who reported she rescued the dog, a Silky Terrier, from a dog breeder. The woman 
said she had not been to the facility but met the breeder at a restaurant about thirty minutes from the breeder’s kennel. She told TAPS 
that when she saw the dog, she realized it needed a good deal of medical attention. So, she turned it over to TAPS. 
     TAPS staff saw an animal that was frozen in fear according to TAPS Executive Director, Angela Blackman. Said Blackman, “She 
was thin, dirty, and matted with patches of hair missing; her ears contained mites along with scabs there and all over her body. She 
had severe dental tarter and missing teeth; she smelled, she had a large mass on her belly, and a blood test later revealed that she was 
heartworm positive.” TAPS staff also discovered tattoos in her ears, which were similar to those previously seen on another dog 
brought into TAPS who also suffered with severe medical problems caused by abuse and neglect.  The tattoos and a transfer of owner 
certification led TAPS to a breeder in Missouri.  TAPS has notified the Humane Society and officials in Missouri. 

     TAPS began a long list of needed medical treatment. Lady Luck 
was isolated and given heartworm treatment, then went to the 
hospital for further tests and kept for several days after showing 
difficulty breathing, weakness and lethargy. Surgery was done to 
remove a large mammary tumor on her belly and she was spayed. 
The total cost for her care was close to three times the Pedigree 
grant, but the grant provided the little dog some of the help she 
needed to survive her poor circumstances and to becoming a 
healthy, happy dog. 
     Lady Luck is now in a loving foster care home where Wendy 
Zielinski has been working on her social skills for adoption. 
Wendy reports that Lady has come a long way from being an 
extremely fearful dog that spent most of the time hiding in a closet. 
She has become a dog that will explore outside and will allow 
people to pick her up and pet her. She loves the couch and doesn’t 
seem to mind the presence of another dog and cat.  Wendy happily 
reported that Lady has become an affectionate dog. 

             If you are interested in giving this brave and loving little dog a 
permanent home call TAPS at 353-8277. 

 
 

Additional Shared Vision Grants 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Lady Luck went from hiding in the closet to enjoying life in a 
home with Brodie and Garfield the cat.

The Community Foundation of Central Illinois 
 
TAPS has received $3,000 to fund a project which has been made possible by a grant from the Jean M. Ligon Fund of the 
Community Foundation of Central Illinois.  The grant will fund special needs grant project which will be made available to 
members of the community is need of financial support for the altering of their cat or dog or for special, pressing health care 
needs. For more information about the grant guidelines and application process, call TAPS. 
 
 The Wal-Mart Foundation and Sam’s Club 
 
TAPS continues to receive support from area Wal-Marts and Sam’s Club which is led by each store manager and the support 
from the Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club foundations including: 
 

• Wal-Mart Supercenter in Washington contributed a $500 grant to TAPS 
• Wal-Mart Supercenter in East Peoria contributed a $1000 grant to TAPS 
• Sam’s Club in Peoria contributed an $800 grant to TAPS 

 
These grants will be used to fund work on the facility, medical equipment and supplies and special needs including equipment 
and materials needed to work with the animals. TAPS appreciates those who share the ongoing mission of placing the animals 
in its care into safe and loving permanent homes. 



Donations given in 
memory of… 

 
**Velma Gilroy ** 

Ms. Debra A. Emert 
Ms. Sandra Ketcherside 
 

** Danny Albrecht ** 
Mr. Herman J Bill Jr. 
 

** Dave Mallory ** 
Robert & Joan Wolffe 
Apache Truck Lines 
Ms. Marcia L Wilcoxen 
David & Rebecca Maddock 
Robert & Sandra Owen 
Germantown Hills Elem. School Fund 
State Bank of Speer 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven and Lisa Sherwood 
Ms. Anne Binkele 
 

** Walter Sidell ** 
Michele & Douglas Sidell 
Mr. Dennis A. Peck 
James or Christine Rasmussen 
Mr. Stephen M. Honold 
Ms. Etta M. Sidell 
 

** Rolly Jordan ** 
Thursday Night Squaws Bowling LGE 
Mr. & Mrs. James & Doris Ward 
Mr. & Mrs. David & Tammy Legel 
Mr. & Mrs George Crumrine 
Ms. June Hancock 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronnie and Penny Mcgee 
Ms. Isobell Cargill 
Mr. & Mrs. Glendel and Marilyn Kellum 
Virgil & W Vogel 
Mr & Mrs. Sidney and Marie Parker 
Ms. Deborah Helmick 
Kelly Helmick 
Ms. Joan Johnson 
Ms. Ruth L. Pryor 
Mr. & Mrs. Glen and Tiffany Cascia 
Ms. Rhonda Hodges 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald and Jo Ann Reeves 
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip and Kathleen Urban 
Ms. Evelyn V. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Sanford and Shirley May 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Hawkins 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Ruth Alcorn 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark and Cheryl Berillo 
UPS Aircraft Maintenance 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth and Jacqueline 
Mitzelfelt 
 

++ Frank Altine ++ 
Pekin pharmacy 
 

** William Youle ** 
Ms. Nancy Mallory 
Ms. Mabel Williams 
Jo Ann Williams 
Thomas & Donna Escoubas 
Randy & Tiffany Hoyland 
 

** Norma Gray ** 
Ethel Forsberg 

Ms. Madelyn L Rasmussen 
Ms. Arvella M. Guidotti 
Ms. Joyce Yontz 
Mr. Charles & M. Joanne Koehler 
Ms. Nancy K. Hanna 
Ms. S. Diane Asaro 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Jill Luft 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Xanos 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Gagnier 
Mr & Mrs. Edward Moehle 
 

** Lois E. Roberts ** 
Mr & Mrs. Albert and Ronda Heisel 
Mr & Mrs. Joseph and Karen Vonarx 
Ms. Kathy F. Benda 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Vickie D. Ridle 
Mrs. Susan J. Kyle 
Mrs. Jane Alexander 
NISC Employees & Board of Directors 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald L. Stedman 
Mr. Gordon Snow 
Ms. Dolores M. Friedrich 
Ms. Mary A Ladendorf 
 

** Sharron Underwood ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Betty Webb 
Annette & Ronald Plice 
Larry and James Stokes 
 

** Molly Stout ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott and Debbie Fischer 
Mr. & Mrs. Elizabeth and Jeffrey Andrews 
Mr. & Mrs. Jule & Virginia Lienard 
 

** Gerald Goodin ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne and Barbara Wood 
Ms. Peggy Cole 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Lori Reeser 
Mr. & Mrs. Duane and Mary Maloney 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim and Gwen Seelye 
Mr. Rick Alexander 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Cherri Rubnich 
Ms. Jeannie Howell 
Dominica I. Hymbaugh 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike and Darlane Halstead 
 

** Warren Jones ** 
Hackbarts 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Clara Jones 
 

** Roy Gargus ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott J. Neikirk 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom and Dorothy Holt 
 

** Glen Sommer ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary and Donna Scheerer 
Mr. Roderick V. South 
 

** Roland Moore ** 
Mark or Jennifer Andrews 
Ms. Tina M. Gordon 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry and Suzanne Harris 
Mr. and Mrs. Karl and Deborah Johnston 
Ms. Tina Hoffmann 
 

** Henry Lohrenz ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth and Mary Hartzler 
Syngenta Employees 
Ms. Evelyn Eeteau 

Mr. & Mrs. David and Sandra Sweet 
 

** Marilyn Buffum ** 
Ms. Jane Seiler 
 

** Louise Pearson ** 
Ms. Sue Kyle 

 
** John H. Long ** 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry and Karen Connett 
Mr & Mrs John and Melba Spangler 
Mr. & Mrs. Lora and Scott Davis 
Mary Denice Ray 
Mr & Mrs. Sidney and Marie Parker 
Mrs. Jane Alexander 
Ms. Leah KJ Dafforn 
J.F. and H.L. Waddell 
Phillips Tax Svc. 
 

** Gloria Thompson ** 
Ms. Charlene L. Dixon 
 

** Verla Underwood ** 
L. & J. Vachon 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Barbara Gresham 
Ms. Nancy L. Hangartner 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Brining 
Mr. Jerry Weiland 
Mr. & Mrs. David and Judith Marke 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin and Carol Simpson 
 

** Lawrence Ghidina ** 
Ms. Eileen Morehead 
Mr & Mrs. Robert and Nadine Robbins 
Mr. & Mrs. James and Donna O'Neill 
Mr. & Mrs. John and Vicki Ghidina 
Ms. Catherine Wiebler 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Sherry White 
Mr. John C. Ghidina 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Tamra Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Carole Starrett 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Rhonda Ghidina 
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin and Dorothy Taylor 
Ms. Patricia A. Koch 
Ms. Leona Walker and Diane Stroud 
Mr. & Mrs. Danny and Carol Carlson 
Mr. Mark Von Der Heide 
Dominica I. Hymbaugh 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger and Martha Smith 
 

** Nadine Bergdahl ** 
Mr. William Meritt 
Ms. Bernice Thomas 
Mr. & Mrs. John Bagley 
Ms. Wanda Stevens 
Mr. & Mrs. William and Ann Ehrlic Tunis 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry J. Noe 
Ms. Bonnie K. Hayes 
Mrs. Shirley W. Lange 
Dr. & Mrs. John B. Sombeck 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Larry Stagen 
Bill Adkins and Delores Eagleson 
Ms. Faye Pape 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry J. Cakora 
Mr. & Mrs. Mack V. Cakora 
Mrs. Ruth Rench 
Ms Shannon Walz 
William & Joan Anderson 
Chillicothe Metal Company 



** Nadine Bergdahl ** 
continued 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Skocaj 
Ms. Mary Blank 
C.J. & L.K. Dean 
Mrs. Rosemary Rushford 
Ms. Carolyn Wells 
Mr. & Mrs. James and Ellen Johnston 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Bottin 
Ms Laura Ball 
Maralene Davis 
Ms. Darlene Lohnes 
Mr & Mrs. Larry L Orr 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Orr 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles F. Wolfe 
Mrs. Jan E. Kriegsman 
Wendy Bouhl 
Ms. Pamela J. Wolfe 
Mr & Mrs. Charles and Nina Dancey 
Mrs. Colleen Hamra 
Ms. Hilda C. Brenkman 
Mr. & Mrs. Ray and Carolyn Calaway 
Herget Bank 
Ms. Diane Zurhorst 
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Aimone D.D.S. 
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald W. Stonecipher 
Ms. Janice Y. Luft 
Mr. & Mrs. James S. and Peggy S. Collins 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mowrer 
Mr. Kenneth Thomas 
Ms. Barbara Glick 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Wahls 
Ms. Sondra O. Callahan 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas and Joyce Walz 
Ms. Madelyn L Rasmussen 
Ms. Arvella M. Guidotti 
Ms. Joyce Yontz 
Mr. Charles and M. Joanne Koehler 
Ms. Nancy K. Hanna 
Ms. S. Diane Asaro 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Jill Luft 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Xanos 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Gagnier 
Mr & Mrs. Edward Moehle 
Mr. & Mrs. Denny and Elizabeth Sullivan 
Dr. Virgil and Pat Petty 
Ms. Catherine E. Franks 
 

** Mary Ruckle ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Barb Ruckle 
 

** Keub Bone ** 
Mr & Mrs. Ronnie and Vicky Dierker 
 

** Joyce Miller ** 
Mr & Mrs. Bruce and Teresa Thiemann 
Mr & Mrs Dave and Terri Singley 
Mr & Mrs. James and Brenda Brush 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald and Barbara Cullen 
Ms. Rikki R. Gray 
Mr. & Mrs. William and Janet Switzer 
Ms. Barbara Segler 
Herman Bill 
 

** Gary G. Knuth ** 
Gayland and Mary Ann Spencer 
 

** Connie Black ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph and Jeanne Lenac 

Mr. Harold Black 
W A Knepp 
 

** Mildred Desanctis ** 
Ms Mary Plemons 
Dr. Michele Moul 
Mrs. Julie B. Walz 
Ms. Catherine Wiebler 
Omer or Sandra Peak 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald L. Pemberton 
Ms. Joan Rogers 
Bill & Sandy Ricci 
Ms. Barbara Benassi 
Carol & Cliff Simpkins 
 
** Joyce Richard ** 
Mr. Kenneth Richard 
 

** Carol Simpson ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Allen and Janet Freed 
Mr. & Mrs. Dane and Barbara Hardt 
Ms. Peggy M. Pfeiffer 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Sours 
Ms. Mary Ibbotzon 
Ms. Betty S. Draher 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald and Diana Snyder 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry A. Goss 
Mr. & Mrs. John K. and Patricia Reynolds 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry and Sandra Hyatt 
C.J. and L.K. Dean 
Mr. Robert Maddox III 
Mr & Mrs Linda and Phillip Koehlhoeffer 
Mr. Marvin Simpson 
 

** Edward 'Bud' Hieser ** 
Mr. & Mrs. John Gladwell 
Ms. Debra J. Schlobohm 
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford and Peggy Hieser 
Ms. Shirley I. Gibson 
Ms. Janet L. Tennell 
Bridget and Nate Childres / Guede 
Deb and Dale McKenny 
 

** Brad Livingston ** 
Pekin Insurance 
Ms. Kristi L. Curto 
Mr. & Mrs. Sanford and Shirley May 
Mr.& Mrs. David H. Eisele 
Ms. Lisa M. Reinmann 
Beverly White 
Ms. Teresa L. Rynerson 
Mr. & Mrs. Justin and Holly Hocker 
Mrs Canice Livingston 
 

** Gordon (Gene) Herron ** 
Mr. & Mrs. William  and Holly  Brown 
Ms. Arvella M. Guidotti 
Ms. Earlene Lucas 
Mr. & Mrs. John and Judith Kluever 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Dewayne and Carol 
Lawson 
Aventine Energy  Bub Taylor @ Drymill 
Mr & Mrs. James and Renee Gage 
Mr. Thomas M. Stedman 
Mr & Mrs. James and Sara Breitbarth 
Mr & Mrs. Jeffrey and Angela Arnold 
Mr & Mrs Eugene and Harriett Schneider 
Mr. & Mrs. Lonnie and Karen Michaelson 
Ms. Sandra K. Isenburg 

Mr. & Mrs. Mack V. Cakora 
Mr & Mrs. Patrick and Lisa Caphorn 
Ms. Renae J. Hall 
Mr & Mrs. Todd and Ana Franks 
Mr & Mrs. Jeff and Christine Oakley 
Mr & Mrs. Jeffery and Peggy Fisher 
Pekin Villas Homeowners Assoc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Snoble 
Marathon Petroleum 
Roger D. Peterson 
Cindy and Dave Olson Construction 
Ms. Beth Olson 
Bud and Emma Gerard 
 
 
 
 

 

TAPS is offering engraved brick 
pavers to the public which will be 
installed in our new “Memory Walk” 
located at the entrance to the walking 
trails.  This large, open area provides 
much needed space for volunteers to 
walk our dogs, since we know that 
fresh air and exercise aid in 
maintaining a good quality of life 
while awaiting a new home. 

We all can relate stories about how 
animals have touched our lives. The 
loss we experience at their passing is 
very real.  Commemorating them will 
insure that they will not be forgotten. 

 If you would be interested in 
memorializing that special pet, we 
would be honored to include them on 
our Memory Walk. A donation of $50 
per brick is requested. To order 
contact TAPS at 309-353-8277 or 
admin@tapsshelter.org. 



Some of the Ridin’ 
participants including Zena 

who rode along with Charlie 
and Theresa (upper left). 

 
 

On Saturday, July 17th, 75 bikes rode over 100 miles and raised money to support TAPS animals.  
The sun was out and a good time was had by all! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Despite the heat attendance was good at this annual event.  
Thanks to the VFW for being gracious hosts. The event raised just over $3,500.  
Thanks to all who volunteered and everyone who came out in support of TAPS. 

 
 
 
 

  

Bags 
Competition 
Winner, Jake 

Sheila 
and  
Max 

Royce 
Elliot 



Tails of Adoptions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loving Liberty:  A Family’s Story of Perseverance Inspired by Hope and Joy 
By Linda Tosch 

     Since Debbie and Jerry Davison’s rescued Poodle mix, Muffin, died several years ago, her companion, Georgia Belle, also a Poodle mix, had not been the same.  “Georgia 
seemed depressed,” wrote Debbie in an e-mail, was “sleeping a lot,” and moped around like a really old dog.  Debbie thought Muffin had to be lonely. 
     The family had been coping with Debbie’s leukemia since she was diagnosed in October 2008, but by early 2010 the disease seemed to be in remission.  Life seemed under 
control.  Debbie allowed herself to think about getting another dog and shared the idea with Jerry.  While he was looking on a website for a picture he needed for a work 
project, he spotted Liberty, a two year old Brussels Griffon mix; the little black female dog was available for adoption at TAPS.   He sent Debbie her picture.  When the 
Davison’s came in to TAPS to see Liberty, they fell in love.  “She was very sweet and endearing,” wrote Debbie, “so it was easy to do.” 
     Just after the adoption when the Davison’s were contacted by TAPS to see how Liberty was adjusting, Debbie wrote:  “Liberty seems to be fitting into our family like a hand 
in glove.  One morning Liberty and Georgia took a nap facing each other, noses inches apart.”  Liberty loved to be picked up and cuddled.  Debbie, her husband, and son would 
take turns holding her.  She would sit on a blanket and tilt her head and look at Jerry when he talked to her. 
      But when it came to daily life, Liberty seemed unaccustomed to being in a home. Debbie would later report that Liberty seemed comfortable in her crate but outside, she 
was lost. She was “terrified of everything—doors opening and closing and even of her own shadow.”  Though she liked to explore the fenced backyard, Liberty didn’t want to 
go for even short walks.  Although Liberty had been given a clean bill of health by a veterinarian, she would throw up.  She also chewed on things and there were “peeing 
accidents” in the house.  Although Georgia showed signs of being friendly, “Liberty was way too pushy and overzealous, knocking into her; that made Georgia mad.” 
     Debbie and Jerry loved “this sweet little girl,” but they realized they needed help.  Some tips on potty training were recommended along with a home visit from Ann 
Goyen, animal trainer and behaviorist.  Ann came to the Davison’s home and showed them how to manage Liberty’s behavior.  She also recommended a type of dog food to 
help with Liberty’s hyper-activity, anxiety and throwing up.  It seemed to work because Liberty was calmer and stopped throwing up. 
     But there was another problem to deal with:  Debbie’s health.  The leukemia was active again, and it seemed as though she was running out of options for treatment.  She 
would have to return to a cancer center in Houston.  The treatment was not guaranteed, and there could be “adverse complications.” 
     Considering all the circumstances, Debbie decided she’d have to return Liberty to TAPS, and she called to make the arrangements.  Then she changed them.  Wrote Debbie:  
“When an opening came, I just couldn’t do it.  The truth is I had fallen in love with the little scared, scruffy girl!  Instead of returning her, we decided to board her in someone’s 
home; then take it a day at a time when we returned from Houston.”  The treatment Debbie received has proven effective, though she has had to live with side effects such as 
bone pain.  Upon returning home the Davisons enrolled Liberty in a dog management class run by Ann 
Goyen and her business partner Amanda Ballard.  The results, Debbie reported, have been positive.  
The Davison’s have been able manage Debbie’s disease and the two dogs. 
     “Liberty,” Debbie wrote, “rarely has an accident.  She is solidly a part of our family.  She sleeps with 
my college-aged son every night.  She goes to bed early and waits for him!” And Georgia has perked 
up.  “Instead of sleeping all day like she used to, Georgia keeps an eye on Liberty, cheers for her when 
we play catch outside and romps alongside her,” according to Debbie. (Georgia also keeps tabs on 
Liberty and warns Debbie when she is getting into trouble.) 
     Wrote Debbie:  “Perhaps our story would encourage others to persevere and work through their 
adopted doggie issues.  I know I found strength and encouragement when I read other dog stories in 
your newsletter.  I thought if they can work through these issues, maybe we can too!  It is doable!” 
      Debbie encourages those who have “issues” to get help.  “Ann and Amanda were great sources of 
advice and encouragement,” wrote Debbie.  “At one point I asked Ann, ‘Do you think Liberty will ever 
be potty trained?’  She said, ‘Of course!’ That is what I needed to hear!” 
     Debbie noticed one day that Liberty had thrown up and took her to vet after she didn’t seem to 
improve.  There was a problem.  Liberty’s kidneys weren’t functioning properly.  The condition was extremely serious, but the Davison’s were hopeful she could pull through.  
Liberty responded to the treatment at first, perked up and her healthy appetite returned.  But then Liberty’s condition worsened.  Her kidneys were barely functioning and any 
further testing for an actual diagnosis would be painful for the dog.  The Davisons made sure they had enough medication to manage the pain and brought Liberty home to say 
good-bye.  As of this writing, they were keeping Liberty comfortable. 
      Does Debbie have any regrets and adopting Liberty? Debbie’s answer:  “Absolutely NOT!  I am glad she experienced being loved by a family in a home of her very own 
filled with warm beds, blankets, treats, lots of play time, and hugs, even if it was for only a little while.  She came just before my treatment plan for leukemia began to 
literally fall apart.  Although it was difficult to have a new doggie, she gave me purpose to face each day and something to focus on rather than my disease and the daily 
discomfort and pain of coping with the treatment.  When we were outside and I could barely walk because of the pain, she would joyously race in circles around me biting at 
bees or lightening bugs or blades of grass.  She had an utter joy of life, something I was fighting to maintain.  No matter how bad I felt, she always made me smile.  I would 
adopt her again in a heartbeat!”  
     Inspiring words coming from someone who --even through difficulties-- had hope and gave love to a little dog named Liberty, and she gave back love and joy in return.  

Can't we all get along? Yes! When Samuel, nearly 5 years old 
isn't posing for a picture or giggling, he and Eva, the family's 
11 year old Akita, and Olivia, formerly Felicia, adopted from 
TAPS, all snuggle together, reports Christine Paluska. She 
writes that Eva, the Akita is the "nanny" of the family.  The cat 
and her son have been best friends from the beginning, and 
now the cat has discovered the nanny in Eva and snuggles with 
Eva.  Writes Christine:  "Every time Eva lies down, Olivia rubs 
her tail on Eva's face and Eva licks her face." 

Sam, Eva and Olivia getting 
along VERY well! 




