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November 1 &  2 

Off-site dogs & cats adoptions 
Petco, Peoria 
11 am – 4 pm 
 

November 8 
Off-site dogs & cats adoptions 50th Birthday Open House  
Walmart, Morton   Volunteer Appreciation Day 
12 – 5 pm   TAPS Shelter, Pekin 
    2 – 5 pm 
 

November 9 
Off-site dogs & cats adoptions 50th Birthday Open House 
Petsmart, Peoria   TAPS Shelter, Pekin 
11 am – 4 pm   1 – 3 pm 
 

November 11 
Dining for TAPS 
Steak ‘n Shake, Pekin 
4 – 8 pm 
REMEMBER YOUR COUPON  
 

November 15 
Bergner’s Community Day S ale Baby Boomer Extravaganza 
All Bergner’s   East Peoria Event Center 
Purchase coupon book at TAPS Dogs available for adoption 
Coupons good during store hours 10 am – 5 pm 
 

December 13 &  14 
Pictures with Santa 
Off-site dogs & cats adoptions 
Petsmart, East Peoria Pictured on the top from left to right: 
11 am – 4 pm  Bingo, Chopsticks, Porsche, Pops 

         Other than Tailwagger winners, animals pictured in this 
newsletter are available for adoption. 
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TAPS MEMORIAL FUNDRAISER 
TAPS is now offer ing engraved br ick pavers to the public which will be installed in our  new 
“ Memory Walk”  located at the entrance to the walking trails.  This large, open area provides 
much needed space for  volunteers to walk our  dogs, since we know that fresh air  and exercise aid 
in maintaining a good quality of life while awaiting a new home. 

Our first br ick is dedicated to Brody who was and will forever  be remembered by TAPS 
staff as a truly unique dog.  His story is just one of many where the compassion of the “ No K ill”  
philosophy gave an animal a chance for  a better  life.  Rescued out of a severely neglectful situation 
and untouchable when or iginally brought in, Brody received the care and attention that he needed.  
Over  time, he picked his “ special”  people that he bonded with and trusted.  Brody was happiest 
when he spent time with them.   Although he was given oppor tunities to go into a home 
environment, he was most comfor table living at the shelter  with his fr iends.  As Brody matured, he 

developed hear t problems.  He lived the remainder  of his days under  the loving attentions of those at TAPS who knew him best.  He was 
much loved and is still sadly missed.  

We all can relate stor ies about how animals have touched our  lives. The loss we exper ience at their  passing is very real.  
Commemorating them will insure that they will not be forgotten. 

 I f you would be interested in memor ializing that special pet, we would be honored to include them on our  Memory Walk. 
To order , contact: 

  
TAPS Shelter               353-8277 
100 TAPS Lane 
Pekin, I l.  61554 
           or  
Vickie Brent                444-4874 
brent5@mtco.com 
 
A donation of $50 per  br ick is requested. 

 
 

 
*  A note from TAPS President *  
Wednesday, October 01, 2008 

 
It’s been a while since our last Newsletter. Hopefully you have 
been getting our TAPS E-greeting to keep you up to date. We 
recently added two new board members. Mark Welp and Nancy 
Affolter. They have replaced Doug Wilson and Amanda Ballard. 
Thank you Doug and Amanda for your excellent service. We are 
very happy to have Mark and Nancy join us and look forward to 
their contribution to TAPS.  

We have added a new walking trail to TAPS Trails. It 
will take you and your furry friend through the woods a bit more. 
Thanks to Dan Rose and Denny Merideth for that work. The 
TAPS Trails project is all but complete. All we lack is the 
installation of the pavers. When we are done, pet lovers who 
have lost their pet will be able to purchase an engraved paver as 
a memorial. We will keep you posted. Vicki Brent is ram-
rodding this project. 
     Last year was a cold one for our furry kennel tenants due to 
the unsatisfactory operation of our heating system. We have 
since installed an auxiliary unit to kick in when things get frigid. 
We are ready for the season change! 
     Adoptions are down this year from last year by about 10%. 
We think it may be the economy. If any of you think there might 

   
Entrance to TAPS Trails 

   
Henry and Graci 
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Last fall Angela Blackman responded to an ad for an Executive Director position at TAPS. She believed her 
dual track business and animal science background along with extensive volunteering responsibilities and 
experience would make her the perfect fit for the position. The search committee believed so too and after 
phone and in person interviews she was offered the position. A new era at TAPS was born. 
Angela, her husband, Tony, and their three cats relocated to Pekin from Wisconsin. Tony has immediate family 
in the area which made the decision to move a bit easier. However, the two still have items being stored up 
north and with friends. Hopefully they will soon find a house they can make into a home. 
When Angela was asked what was the biggest challenge she faced 
taking charge at TAPS she did not hesitate to identify cultivating a 
positive relationship with the community, local vets, and staff 
as being at the top of her list. She also said that maintaining the 
health standards of animals and ensuring the cleanliness, 
organization, and daily operations of the shelter stay top-notch was 
extremely challenging too. She knew change is not always easy but 
was determined to make her transition to TAPS an amiable 
one.  
What were the biggest surprises? Angela was surprised and 
amazed at the dedication of the staff she inherited. The time intensiveness of the job is also surprising. Even 
after a year at the position, she is continually learning new regulations, technology applications, creative 
budgeting techniques and the list goes on! The best part of each of these individual surprises is the unending 
knowledge of TAPS supporters, friends, and other shelter managers. 
How does she like living in central Illinois? The genuine welcoming Angela received was touching to her and 
Tony. The giving is unending. It is heartwarming to her how big a part of the community TAPS is. It only takes 
a request in the Pekin Times and people respond with cleaning items, gift certificates, litter, everything. She is 
glad to be here. 
What have been the biggest accomplishments up to this point? This list was almost indefinite but a few items 
worth mentioning include watching and helping the volunteer program take off like it has; increasing number of 
days for getting the animals out in the community for local events and the off-site adoptions; adding a talented 
vet tech to the staff; organizing the office and operating procedures; implementing a schedule for routing animal 
and shelter tasks; adding getting acquainted rooms; and maintaining a more efficient budget. On a large scale 
the projects she has seen completed include the TAPS Trails walking area, landscaping, and most importantly 
the spay and neuter program. (Angela was quick to acknowledge that none of these are possible without the 
help, collaboration, and dedication of TAPS employees and volunteers.) 
Lastly, what is she most proud of and hope to see as her legacy? Quite simply, Angela hopes to continue to 
make a difference. She wants to maintain her open communication with the Board of Directors so together 
TAPS continues in the direction of its vision. Everyday the shelter gets phone calls or people coming in with 
animals that need homes. It is frustrating that there is such a need but she can only hope people understand that 
it is not a lack of wanting to help but lack of space. Her ultimate legacy is to reduce over-population and see a 
more active spay/neuter program in the community and area. One animal at a time makes a big impact. 
When asked to reflect on Angela’s accomplishments in the last year, some members of Board of Director had 
these comments: “She operates as a no-kill shelter and will not stray from that mission”   “Angela’s knowledge 
and experience with animals had helped us tremendously with cutting down costs without sacrificing animal 
health”   “ I feel that she is a much needed asset to this organization and hope to watch her continue to grow and 
improve the shelter even more.”  
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“We can judge the heart of a person by 
his/her treatment of animals”  ~ Immanual 



 
 ** Mr. Raymond W. Nessler ** 

Mr. & Mrs. Howard G. Delong 
Edward & Virginia  Gunnar 
Mary Ann & Dale  Mayer 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy  Leamon 
Carol & Virgil  Schmidt 
Mr. Elmer  Mayer 
The  Palmer Family 
 
** Peter Leonardson ** 
Mrs. Shirley S. Hufty 
Mr. & Mrs. Darrell L. Sigler 
Mr. Alan M. Lehman 
Mrs. Sabra  Holm 
Ruth S Livingston 
Ty  Livingston 
Dave R Livingston 
Mr & Mrs William & Lily  Vermillion 
Mr & Mrs Douglas & Cindy  Marshall 
Ms. Peggy  Leonardson 
 
** Julia Brown ** 
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Reynolds 
 
** Perry Arnold ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Arnold 
 
** Cecil Muehling ** 
M.M.  Hoffman 
Gene & Tara  Smith 
Alvin & Verda  Muehling 
Mr. Damon M. Muehling 
Mrs. Eleanor  Hamrick 
Ross & Nancy  Muehling 
Mrs. Rita  Johnson 
Curtis & Shirley  Walker 
Earl & Beulah  Muehling 
Larry & Arlene  Muehling 
Kent  Kottke 
Linda & Aldine  Kottke / Muehling 
Don & Olga  Magruder 
Andrew & Bernice  Streitmatter 
Ms. Mary Jo  Krocker 
Ms. Jeannette  Gray 
Mr. C. Ray  Sorensen 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob & Maxine  Birky 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl & Ruth  Uhlman 
Ms.  Jean  Lant 
Ms. Marguerite M. Kroepel 
Mr & Mrs. Tom & Lisa  Price 
Ms. Linda  Hacker 
Mr & Mrs. Kurt & Julie  Bush 
 
** Jeanette Stepheus ** 
Mrs. Ruth  Keil 
 
** Robert J Ziegenhagen ** 
Ms. Betty & Diane  Williams 
 
** Brandon K Byerly ** 
Mr. Michael L. Bork 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry B. Byerly 
 
** Elizabeth Fitzgerald ** 
Ms. Kelly L. Butterfield 
 
** Rita Heskett Garner ** 
Ms. Linda L. Morrison 
Mr. Don  Barry 
Ms. Pattie  Vonholt 
Ms. Roberta  Hall 
 
** Helen Meyers ** 
Ms. Barbara A Faichney 
 
** Shelia Amburgey ** 
C.  Key 
 
** Katie Meyers ** 
Mr & Mrs. Randal  Berardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy  Leamon 
 
** Betty R. Eisenhauer ** 
CEFCU 
Mrs. Kathleen L. Carolan 
Mr & Mrs Joseph & Joan  Stieglitz 
Mr. John H Shoff 
Terry S. Buhs 
Mr & Mrs Dennis & Peggy  Tresenriter 
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Crouch 
 
** Cathy Wisdom Graham ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve & Ricky  Kingdon 
Dr. Michele  Moul 
 

** Wayne Wytcherley Jr. ** 
Ms. Rita  Rudolph 
Aventine Energy 
 
** Patricia A. Hurley ** 
Mr & Mrs. Theodore J. Laidig 
 
** Larry Golden ** 
Mrs. Alma  Mabee 
Mr & Mrs. Jeffrey  Kaye 
Mr & Mrs. Randall & Lana  Maas 
Mr & Mrs. Harold & Sally  Catterall 
Mr & Mrs. Rodney & Jan  Mibbs 
Ms. Susan  Carson 
Mr. and Mrs. Donavon J. Hasler 
Mr & Mrs. Kenneth & Joyce  Hillyer 
Mr & Mrs. Wilbur & Holly  Irving 
Mr. Gary R. Gillis 
Ms. Autumn D. Kaye 
Mr & Mrs. Gerald & Darla  Henricks 
Mr & Mrs. Frank & Marilyn  Vaughn 
Mr & Mrs. Chuck  Riley 
Mr & Mrs Nelson  Breedlove 
Women of  The Moose 
 
** Thomas Gore ** 
Mr. Earl  Saunder 
Mr & Mrs Dale Hollingsworth 
Mr & Mrs. Edwin  Bryson 
Mr & Mrs. Mike  Gold 
Mr & Mrs. Bob  Hovland 
Mrs. Merideth  Carroll 
Mr & Mrs. Oscar  Weisser 
Mr. Charles H. Wood 
Ms. Deanna  Truelove 
Steve, DJ & Angela  Dehmlow 
Mr & Mrs Wendell & Shirley Truelove  
 
** Anna McNally ** 
Mr & Mrs. Bruce & Teresa  Thiemann 
Ms. Claire E. Maquet ttee 
Mr & Mrs. R. Kent & Marsha  Heisel 
Mr & Mrs. Anthony & Jodi  Erickson 
Ms. Dorthy M. Nieukirk 
Mr & Mrs. Gary & Peggy  Grossweiler 
Drew V. Gay 
Mrs. Harriet W. Harris 
 
** Ruth Memorial ** 
Mr. & Mrs. James O. Vernon 
 
** Ray Schaefer ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin & Dorothy  Taylor 
Midwest Generation 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe  Behrends 
Ms. Lynette F. Christensen 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald E. Neville 
Mr. & Mrs. Darryn G. Herrmann 
Mr. Robert O. Habben 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond  Hahn 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl  Farson 
 
** Ms. Debra Clayton ** 
Mr & Mrs. Michael & Mary  Behrends 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley J. Herchenroder 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles F. Wolfe 
Todd  Beebe Carpet Inst. 
Ms. Connie L. Picken 
Mr & Mrs. David & Penny  Glick 
Mr & Mrs. Jerry & Sheila  Watson 
Mr & Mrs. Christopher & Carla J. Schaefer 
Mr & Mrs. Clayton & Carrie  Cummings 
Mr & Mrs. Nathan & Aimee  Turner 
Mr & Mrs. Gordon & Sherry L. Morris 
Mr & Mrs. Thomas & Sharon  Monn 
Capitol Area  Officials Assoc. 
Farmers  Elevator Co. 
Ms. Lacey K. Garman 
 
** Bernard Keough Jr. ** 
Mr & Mrs. Howard & Tamara L. Hanse 
Mr & Mrs. Kevin & Colleen  Keough 
Ms. Janice M. O'Bleness 
Mr & Mrs. William D. Hampton 
Du-mont Company 
 
** Mima Alvarez ** 
Ms. Karen  Walton 
 
** Mary Cox ** 
Ms. Gloria J. Day 
Buchanan & Cody Funeral Home 
Mr & Mrs. Robert & Joan  Loring 
G & M  Cox Farm 
M. E. Libby  Brashier 

 

** Doug Miller ** 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Veerman 
Mrs. Jan E. Kriegsman 
Mr. & Mrs. Terry L. Handlen 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph A. Linder 
Mr William  Holderness 
Ms. Carolyn L Woods 
Mrs. Addie  Burling 
Mr & Mrs. Stephen  Miller 
Arvelyn J Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert O. Young 
Mr & Mrs. Daniel  Barding 
Mr. & Mrs. John V. Favorita 
Ms. Dawn L. Mosher 
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Craig III 
Mr & Mrs. Egan & Sandi  Hicks 
Ms. Sharon W. Urban 
Mr & Mrs. Scott A Faulkner 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Robert  Williams 
Ms. Virginia  Barnard 
Tina & Brian 
Mr & Mrs. Gene  Wrestler 
Ms. Gina D. Filarski 
Mr & Mrs. Jeff & Lori  Livengood 
Pam & Chad  Surratt 
Mr & Mrs. Grant  Golden 
Mr & Mrs. Jason  Pullen 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. Elliott 
Mr. & Mrs. Dean R. Cooper 
Ms. Paulina M Saurbaugh 
Mr & Mrs. Charles P Juska 
Mr. and Mrs. Mack V. Cakora 
Mr & Mrs. Chris L. Fort 
Mr & Mrs. Don  Schorr 
Dr. and Mrs. Cecil W. Lange 
D. J.  Dehmlow 
Mr. Pete (Steve)  Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith  Worner 
Mr & Mrs. Bob  Heisel 
Ms. Gloria G. Carney 
Sandra & Farrell  Till 
Mr & Mrs. James  Linehan 
Mr & Mrs. Dennis  Ludlum 
Mr & Mrs. Harold  Pschirrer 
Mr & Mrs. Tom  Zabotoc 
Mr. Warren E. Skinner 
Ms. Aimee S. Pelarski 
Ms. Irene T. Fort 
Families of (Keith Seth Brad)  Johnson 
Charles E. & Dolores  Gagnier 
Morley L Piper 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Cakora 
Mrs. Ann  Goyen 
Mr. & Mrs. Randall & Rebecca  Dixon 
Mr & Mrs. Thomas & Cheryl  Ivey 
Mr & Mrs. Edward  Moehle 
Mr & Mrs. John & Cathleen  Ladd 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary R. Gillis 
Ms. Marianne C. Wolf-astrauskas 
Mr & Mrs. Robert & Laura  Ziegle 
Inspire Excellence 
Mr & Mrs. Bradley  Cordts 
Mr & Mrs. William  McCamey 
Mr & Mrs. Jerry & Sheila  Watson 
Mr & Mrs. Paul & Charlotte  Buell 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott  Snoble 
Mr & Mrs. John & Dee  Luft 
Pekin Community  High School 
Ms. Cheryl A. Becker 
Mr. Robert W. Falkingham 
 
** Carol Fiegenholtz ** 
Mr & Mrs. Carl & Carolyn  Arrenius 
 
** Bill Dowds ** 
Mr & Mrs. Roger & Carla  Lamer 
 
** Gloria Green ** 
Mr & Mrs. Daniel  Piotti 
Peoria  Orchid Society In 
Mr & Mrs. Wayne E. Allen 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard G. Lane 
Mr & Mrs. Joel & Nancy  Bonnette 
Ms. Mary  Gerecke 
Mr & Mrs. Ryan  Brochta 
Mr & Mrs. Richard & Marlene L Shepler
 
** Miriam Reilly ** 
Iona J. Townsend 
Mr & Mrs. Bruce & Connie  Varner 
 
** Betty Grasser ** 
Mr & Mrs. Stephen & Jill  Grasser 
 
  
 

 

** Ricky Eugene Johnson ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Strauman 
Mr & Mrs. Larry & Kay  Deford 
Pekin Community Bank  
Mr & Mrs. James & Velma  Lloyd 
Ms. Marjorie A. Stevens 
Ms. Rhonda R. Stevens 
Mr & Mrs. Joseph & Maureen  Fritsch 
Mr & Mrs. Royal & Linda  Duncan 
Ms. Sharon L. Eeten 
Mr & Mrs. Ryan & Emily  Alwood 
Ms. Marietta J. Myers 
Mr & Mrs. Richard & Sharon  Roberts 
 
** Ray Travis ** 
Mr & Mrs. Gordon & Eleonore  Guderjan 
Mr & Mrs. James & Mary  Arn 
Ms. Jayne  Phelps 
Mr & Mrs. Kevin & Kristi  Bruch 
Mr. Charles E. Schmidt 
Mr & Mrs. Nathaniel  Judd 
Mr & Mrs. William & Susan  Lapat 
Mr & Mrs. Scott & Jeannie  Church 
Mr & Mrs. James & Janice  Boyd 
Mr & Mrs. Alfred & Margaret  Haisch 
Ms. Meredith A. Stock 
Mr & Mrs. Fred & Janet  Martin Janet 
Mr & Mrs. Mark & Susan  Wudtke 
Dist. 50 Schools  Activity Fund 
Mr & Mrs. Jerry & Lois  Hutchison 
 
** Harry Voll ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph R. Stowell Jr. 
Mr & Mrs. John & Kathy  Rennick 
Mr & Mrs. Brandon & Beverly  Smith 
Mr. James H. Spence 
 
** Nancy Weigle ** 
Billie J. Parks 
Culver's 
Mr. Marvin D. Tiller 
Community Club U.A.W. 
Ms. Shirlee A. Harper 
Ms. Mary E. Bechtel 
Mr & Mrs. Lonnie & Mary  Hunt 
Mr & Mrs. Michael & Joan  Smith 
Ms. Melody L. Filarski 
Ms. Lois J. Lahood 
Ms. Margery F Vesnolfers 
Ms. Wanda  McFee 
Ms. Evelyn C. Adair 
Ms. Sandra K. Stratton 
Ms. Bonnie  Connett 
Mrs. Donna  Bruda 
Ms. Cara Christine  McCoy 
Mr & Mrs. Nicholas & Melissa  Allen 
 
** Lorraine Jordan ** 
Ms. Donna J. Moore 
Ms. Loretta  Driggs 
Ms. Carol  Nena 
Mr & Mrs. Bruce & Teresa  Thiemann 
Mr & Mrs. Robert & Dolores  Herren 
Mr & Mrs. Marvin & Agatha  Bohles 
Mr. Fred  Mattlin 
Ms. Catherine A. Whigham 
Sunnyland Phoenix  Action Group 
Mr & Mrs. Cecil & Sally  Davis 
Mr & Mrs. Robert & Diane  Shelley 
Ms. Alice  Moss 
Ms. Jean M. Emser 
Mr & Mrs Raymond & Jerry Ann  Taylor 
Valley Forge Group  
 
** Mel Tiller ** 
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie  Hewitt 
 
** Harriette Cannaday ** 
Ms. Linda M. Deininger 
Mr & Mrs. Randall or Karen  Rennau 
Ms. Delores C. Sylvester 
Mr & Mrs. Andrew & Amy  Schlicksup 
 
** John Berra ** 
Ms. Eda Marie "Susie"  Herget 
Miss Lucille P. Ingrassia 
 
** Margaret E. Berra ** 
Miss Lucille P. Ingrassia 
 
** Robert Oaks ** 
Washington  Presbyterian Church 
 
** John Lee ** 
Pekin Insurance 
Ms. Wanda  Gray 



 
** Laura Stovall ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Ridle 
Employees Club Clinton Power STN 
Mr & Mrs. David & Patricia  Miller 
Ms. Kim J. Rynerson 
Ms. Marian  Michael 
Mr. Larry A. Westbrook 
Mr & Mrs. Jerry & Mary  Howard 
Mr & Mrs. Lee & Dottie  Bachman 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony & Marilyn  Hlinak 
Ms. Carol  Urban 
Clare & Marlene  Christenson 
 

** Gloria Wright ** 
Mr. and Mrs Harry F. Emerson 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Cakora 
Mrs. Jan E. Kriegsman 
Sue and Doug Kyle 
 

** Marvin Lohnes ** 
Mr & Mrs. William & Linda  Sarff 
Mr & Mrs. Henry & Shirley  Tassart 
 

** Robert Monge ** 
Mr & Mrs. Charles E. & Dolores  Gagnier 
Mr. and Mrs. John  Bagley 
Mr & Mrs. David & Teresa  Ozwa 
Mr & Mrs. William & Melinda  Kortkamp 
Mr & Mrs. Norman & Deanne  Hill 
Mr & Mrs. Ronald & Mary Ellen  Ghidina 
Ms. Rosemary R. Sarver 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack  Davin 
Ms. Mildred M. Baumann 
Mr & Mrs. Sylvan and Jacquelin  Franklin 
Mr & Mrs. Joseph & Rita  Desollar 
Mr. John L. Steger 
Ms. Claire E. Maquet ttee 
Mr & Mrs. Charles  Gladson 
Mr & Mrs. Wayne & Sandra  Groenstein 
Ms. Helen  Monge 
Mr. & Mrs. Milton S. Grimm 
Mr & Mrs. Eugene & Louise  Viviano 
Peoria  Yellow checker cab 
Mr & Mrs. Clark & Donna  Niss 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond L. Knippenberg 
Ms. Tammy L. Hicks 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph  Brower 
Dr. Virgil and Pat  Petty 
Mr & Mrs Bill  Leman 
Mr. and Mrs. John  Troutman 
Mrs. Evelyn  Dermott 
Mrs. Mary L. Norton 
Ernest M Tassart Trust 
Ms. Ellen L Paullin 
Mr & Mrs. Charles & Nina  Dancey 
Ms. Barbara S. Maloney 
Ms. Marjorie  Moeckel 
Jackie & Mary  Dinquel 
Mr & Mrs. Jack & Sue  Kortkamp 
Dr. and Mrs. Cecil W. Lange 
Norma & Susan  Venturi/Johnson 
Ms. Rebecca S Hills 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick & Jo Ellen E. Oberle 
Mr & Mrs. Paul & Joan  Plesko 
Ms. Marie T. Antonini 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Cakora 
Ms. Ellen  Frankino 
Ms. Mary  Monge 
 

** Michele Armstrong ** 
Steamfitters Local 
Sunnyland Phoenix  Action Group 
 

** Ruth E. Partain ** 
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Drockelman 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Cakora 
Ms. Barbara S. Maloney 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Monn 
Mr & Mrs. Christopher W. Martis 
Ms. Pamela J. Wolfe 
Greg, Val and Norah  Springborn 
Mr. and Mrs. Donavon J. Hasler 
Ms. Roslyn  Murphy 
 

** Dr. Richard Voller ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph  Brower 
Mr & Mrs. Gary & Barbara  Hodel 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen  Freed 
Door County  Septic systems inc 
Mr & Mrs. Christopher W. Martis 
Ms. Arline L. Lundquist 
Mr & Mrs. David & Terry  Wrigley 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Strauman 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Arendell 
Mr & Mrs. Eugene & Louise  Viviano 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig  Jarvill 
Mr. Robert L. Louchart; Ins/Inv. 
Friends of Jim and Barb Voller  c/o KM.S. 
 

** George Glover ** 
Mr & Mrs. David & Karen  Evans 
Ms. Ann  Turner 
Ms. Rebecca  Layne 
Anna S. Grigg 
Mr & Mrs. Robert & Mary  Thomas 
Mr & Mrs. Robert  Foglesong 
Peoria Park Dist. Vagabond Tours 
Mr. Steven  Klein 
Mr. and Mrs. Gene  Shafer 
Ms. Rebecca L. Stevenson 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert  Hammond 
Ms. Shirley  Jones 
Ms. Wende K. Shutts 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L Freeman 
Ms. Marilyn  Ford 
Ms. Laurie  Haas 
Mr. and Mrs. Randy  Clark 
Ms. Carolyn  Godby 
Mr. & Mrs. Dean R. Cooper 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry G Howard 
Ms. Nancy  Thompson 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian  Pavlons 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard  Ronna 
Mr. Karl  Jordan 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. Pearson 
Ms. Maureen T Naughtin 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry M Beasly 
Ms. Ann  Bacon 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell B Trowbridge 
Mr. and Mrs. James A Schramm 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom S Conlin 
Mr. and Mrs. Troy  Schimmelpfenning 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry  Hodgson 
Ms. Kathleen  Johnson 
Ms. Sandra J Burrell 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary H Wood 
Mr. Gordon  Snow 
Ms. Brenda J Walter 
Mr. and Mrs. Jason  Hunt 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene C Goodale 
Boys and Girls Club 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Phillip  Schertz 
Mr & Mrs. Charles P Juska 
Mr. and Mrs. Darhl G Brown 
Ms. Mary E Roffman 
Ms. Beverly J Brooks-Ashley, Misc 
Lorraine P. Maple 
Mr & Mrs. Chad & Michelle L. Travnicek 
Ms. Patricia A McBryan 
Mr & Mrs. Bruce & Kimberly  Andrews 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron  Matuska 
 
** Edward Schimmelpfennig ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph  Brower 
Mr & Mrs Virgil & Diane  Wallace 
Mr & Mrs. Gary & Gloria  Sidell 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Arendell 
Mr & Mrs. Robert & Nadine  Robbins 
Mr & Mrs. Gerald & Colleen  Brees 
Mr & Mrs. Randall & Starr  Barke 
Mr. Walter  Watson 
Mr & Mrs. Neil & Kay  Gladson 
Mr & Mrs Mike & Angie  Ishmael 
Mr & Mrs. Randy & Donita  Jacobs 
Mr & Mrs. Randy & Charlene  Finch 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary R. Gillis 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry G Nichols 
Ms. Lori A Wessel 
Mr. Kenneth D Potter 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J Kammermann 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen O Wolpers 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J Hancock 
c/o Proctor Hosp Lab  Proctor Employees 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L  Barke 
Mr & Mrs Louis & Mable  Look 
Mr & Mrs. Scott & Allison  Goodyear 
Ms. Marilyn  Spillman  
 
** Ronald Owens ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin & Dorothy  Taylor 
Ms. Zella O. Bastonero 
Ms. Dorthy  Mcleese 
Aventine Energy 
Lahood  Construction Inc. 
Ms. Bonnie  Seelye 
Ms Carol  Goldsmith 
Ms. Diane A. Copelen 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene H. Lutz 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Barker 
Mr. Larry  Brent 
Mr. Danny L. Sego 
Mr & Mrs. Christopher & Carla J. Schaefer 
Mr & Mrs. Edward & Heidi  Cooper 
Ladies of Pekin High School  Central Office 
Ms. Janine  Aimone 
 

** Margaret Trowbridge ** 
Ms. Doris M. Snyder 
Ms. Lynn  Reichter 
Lucille  Zimmerman 
 
** Doris Meinik ** 
Mrs. Norma  Monge 
Mrs. Addie  Burling 
Mr. Harry W. Wickert 
Ms. Barbara  Glick 
Mr. & Mrs. Garry L. Rendleman 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Ridle 
Mr. Steve  Meinik 
Mr & Mrs. Robert & Donna  Woodin 
 
** Winfield (Skip) Volk ** 
Ms. Rhonda  Kirk 
Joyce & Margaret  Volk / Bentley 
Mr. Terry S. Livingston 
Mr & Mrs. Gregory & Joyce  Diveley 
Mr & Mrs. Richard & Carol  Moss 
Mr & Mrs Dennis & L. Jean  Maher 
Mr & Mrs. Patrick & Heather  Berres 
Ms. Judith G. Bach 
Mr & Mrs. Ronald & Bobalene  Vohs 
Mr. & Mrs. Winfield W. Volk 
 
** Tommy Picton ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Ridle 
 
** Clay Barclay ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Stan & Shirley  Wade 
 
** Ray Travis ** 
Mr & Mrs. Gordon & Eleonore  Guderjan
Mr & Mrs. James & Mary  Arn 
Ms. Jayne  Phelps 
Mr & Mrs. Kevin & Kristi  Bruch 
Mr. Charles E. Schmidt 
Mr & Mrs. Nathaniel  Judd 
Mr & Mrs. William & Susan  Lapat 
Mr & Mrs. Scott & Jeannie  Church 
Mr & Mrs. James & Janice  Boyd 
Mr & Mrs. Alfred & Margaret  Haisch 
Ms. Meredith A. Stock 
Mr & Mrs. Fred & Janet  Martin Janet 
Mr & Mrs. Mark & Susan  Wudtke 
Dist. 50 Schools  Activity Fund 
Mr & Mrs. Jerry & Lois  Hutchison 
Mr. Alfred  Davis IV 
P.A.  Salvestrini 
Ms. Betty F. Taylor 
Mr & Mrs. Max & Patricia  Morse 
 
** Claude H. Wilcox ** 
Dirksen School Emp 
 
** William H. Pierce ** 
Marjorie M. Pierce 
 
** James Wheatley ** 
Mr. and Mrs. Lyman C Miller 
 
** Hudson Tift ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert O. Young 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Larry  Stagen 
Mr & Mrs. Stuart & Judith  Holder 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald C. Hoshor 
Ms. Brenda  Wolters 
Mr. & Mrs. John & Donna  Stocksiek 
Ms. Dianna  Busch 
Ms. Debra K Schermerhorn 
Mr. and Mrs. J.D.  Proehl 
Ms. Lavonne M. Dawson 
Ms. Janice H White 
Ms. Krista S. Vonderheide 
Mr. and Mrs. Dave & Julie  Arttus 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry  Bernshausen 
Nickerson Insurance 
Ms. Rebecca  Switzer 
Ms. Margaret E. Melchers 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey B. Lee ho 
 
** Billy Vest ** 
Mr. Steve L. Budisalich 
Mr. Thomas G. Sauder 
Mr. David  Noe 
Mr. M. Brian  Sehy 
Mr & Mrs. Denny & Cindy  Mathias 
Mr & Mrs. Randall & Anita  Diekhoff 
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Lawson Sr. 
Leslie P. Nell 
Mr & Mrs. Charles & Norma  Klein 
Paula L. & Scott A.  Armstrong 
Mr & Mrs. Den & Rose  Beecham 
Mr & Mrs. Gerald & Virginia  Osborne 
Mr & Mrs John & Patricia  Richardson 

** Helen May ** 
Ms. Joella  Lucera 
 
** Harriet Palmer ** 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Cakora 
Mr. and Mrs Harry F. Emerson 
Dr. Virgil and Pat  Petty 
 
** Elnora Floyd ** 
Mr & Mrs. Darren & Melissa  Howlett 
Tazewell County  Dental CNTR Staff 
 

** Donald J. Logsdon ** 
Mrs. Marianne A. Huey 
   

** Dale Rice ** 
Ms. Mary R. LaConte 
 
** Marge McConnell ** 
J. Peter & Tomi  Ault 
Jo A. & Charles J Jr  Bussone 
Ms. Charlotte  Jibben 
 

** Bill Morgan ** 
Mr & Mrs. Tommy M. & Janet L. Dietrich 
 

** Ray Brauns ** 
Mr & Mrs. Nicholas & Nell  Anton 
Mr & Mrs. Richard & Roslyn  Gott 
   

** Gordon Hunter ** 
Herget Bank 
Mr & Mrs. George Jr. & Donna  Roos 
Mr & Mrs. Paul & Marla  Scholl 
Mr & Mrs. Dennis & Mary Ruth  Lowry 
Mr & Mrs. Glen & Sandra  Perkins 
   

** Margaret A Hickman ** 
Mr and Mrs Harold C Wagner 
   

** Gerald Springborn ** 
Ms. Valerie L. Springborn 
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Freed 
 

** Alma Delle Mabee ** 
Miss Lucille P. Ingrassia 
Ms. Sherrie  Mcardle 
Mr & Mrs. Billy Ray/Catherine  Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Dean R. Cooper 
Dept./Staff of Tazewell Cty FCRC  
Human Services 
Mr & Mrs. John & Karen  Calhoun 
Ms. Michelle  Bailey 
Dee & Jami  Albertsen/Chambers 
Mr & Mrs. Eugene & Kathleen  Boerding 
Ms. Sondra O. Callahan 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph A. Linder 
Ms. Donna  Thrall 
Mr. and Mrs. Donavon J. Hasler 
Ms. Claire E. Maquet ttee 
Ms. Susan  Carson 
Mr & Mrs. Holly & Owen  White 
Ms. Pamela J. Wolfe 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph & Marilyn  Brower 
Mrs. Jan E. Kriegsman 
Miss Lucille P. Ingrassia 
Mrs. Kathleen M. Parr 
Ms. Hazel J. Nash 
 

** Troy M Ziegenhorn ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. Elliott 
Ms. Almina A. Montgomery 
Ms. Tammy L. Hicks 
Mr & Mrs. James & Karen  Roberts 
Ms. Paula  Hudachko 
Ms. Kathleen D. Guidi 
Mr. Christopher T. Cunningham 
Ms. Misty  Defoon 
Mr & Mrs. Jeff & Joon  Hoschek 
Melvin/Deb/Angie/Tom  Briggs 
Mr & Mrs. Bob & Joon  Hunt 
Mr & Mrs. Ed & Brenda  Marple 
Miss Lucille P. Ingrassia 
Ms. Deborah A. Edwards 
   

** Mary Elaine Purcell ** 
Mr. and Mrs. William  Tunis 
Ms. Sandra L. Schwartz 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Fletcher 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W Scheffler 
Paul & Lisa  Tornatore 
Mr & Mrs. Dan & Erin  Connell 
Mr & Mrs. Jim & Patty  Windish 
Mr & Mrs. Jeff & Kim  Loucks 
 

**Gib Baechler** 
Sue and Doug Kyle 
 



 Wish List 
Pr ior ity Needs  

� � Copy paper  
� � Pre-paid gas cards  
� � Postage stamps (books or rolls)  

Animal Supplies  
� � Dry dog & puppy food*  

o Nutro, Science Diet, Purina One & 
Pedigree  

� � Dry cat & kitten food * 
o Nutro, Science Diet, Purina One, 

Natural Balance  
� � KMR for Kitten formula  
� � KMR for Puppy formula  
� � Prescription pet food for dogs  
� � Prescription pet food for cat  
� � Canned cat and dog food  
� � Splitter to walk dogs 
� � Clay cat litter  
� � Dog and cat toys  
� � Leashes and collars  
� � Old towels and bath mats  
� � Cat trees  
� � Kuranda dog beds  

*To avoid GI upset, we have limited the brands we use 
for our dogs and cats to the following: 
Office Supplies  
Printer ink cartridges  

� � HP 92 black  
� � HP 93 color  
� � HP 96 black  
� � HP 95 color  
� � HP 97 color  
� � AA batteries (for digital camera)  
� � yarn (for warm blankets)  
� � plastic totes, any sizes  

Cleaning Supplies  
� � Antibacterial soap  
� � Sponges with scratcher on one side  
� � Bleach  
� � Scrubbing Bubbles aerosol cleaner  
� � Laundry detergent  
� � Paper towels  
� � Toilet tissue  
� � OdorBan (from Sam©s Club)  
� � Toilet bowl cleaner  
� � Glass cleaner  

Other :  Water softener 
 

“Birdies for  Char ity”  is sponsored by the John 
Deer Classic Golf Tournament. The John Deer 
Classic Charitable Corporation gives TAPS 
every penny of the pledges designated by TAPS 
supporters PLUS an additional 10% match! 
Thank you to all who pledged donations. 
Through your generous support TAPS received 
donations totaling $2,212.35. This money goes to 
helping with the operation costs directly related 
to the care of our animals. 
 

Cheezit 

Cody 

** Sally Ann Hoshor ** 
Mr & Mrs. Rufus & Kim  Nelson 
F. B. Bressner 
 
** Angela Barry ** 
Mr & Mrs. Richard & Velma  Crowley 
Mr & Mrs. Steve & Janice  Schmedeke 
Mr & Mrs. Ted & Doris  Colvin 
Mr & Mrs. Milton & Martha  Curry 
Ms. Norma  Probasco 
MS. BRENDA  Henderson 
Ms. Janell  Hanner 
 
** Ken Edwards ** 
Mr. Ronald D. Edwards 
Mr & Mrs. Richard & Melinda  Trokey 
Mr & Mrs. David & Marsha  Kaczmarek 
Mr & Mrs. Eugene & Joanne  Cunningham 
Ms. Joyce  Johnson 
Luise G. Vaupel 
Ms. Deb  Livengood 
 
** Margaret Ann Hickman ** 
Mr and Mrs Harold C Wagner 
Ms. Leslie Kaye  Weyhrich 
 
** CJ Franklin Wheeler ** 
K.J. & R.F.  Wheeler 
 
** Taunya Schreiber ** 
The   Forbes Family 
Ms. Elizabeth J. Holbrook 
Mr & Mrs. Thelmer Jr. & Karen  Cline 
Mr & Mrs. Craig & Debra  Cooney 
Ms. Samantha M. Austin 
Mr & Mrs. James & Linda  Haas 
 
** Jeffery Reed ** 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry & Susan H. Weger 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry & Susan H. Weger 
 
** Mike Noe ** 
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Noe 
 
** Robert Koehlhoeffer ** 
Ms. Dorthy  Schrieber 
Mr & Mrs Wendell & Virginia  Harmon 
Ms. Margaret J. Heidenreich 
Ms. Kathy  Higham 
Ms. Phyllis J. Fritz 
Mr & Mrs Eugene & Harriett  Schneider 
Mr & Mrs. Michael & Faye  Longo 
Mrs. Doris M. Erbaugh 
Mr & Mrs. Darrell & Carolyn  Chitwood 
Ms. Juanita S. Huff 
 
** E. Vandora Dwyer ** 
Mr & Mrs. Donald & Valerie  Dobbelaire 
 
** Carl Frazier Jr. ** 
Mr & Mrs. David & Terry  Courtright 
Ms Karen  Frazier 
Mr & Mrs. Gary & Nancy  Haller 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. Pearson 
Ms. Lori R. Dillon 
Human Service Cntr 
Mr & Mrs. Gary & Patricia  Scott 
Ms. Karen K. Smith 
Mr. Karl  Jordan 
Ms. Ann  Turner 
Ms. Carolyn  Godby 
Mr & Mrs. Stephen & Nancy  Heaton 
Mr & Mrs. Casey & Jennifer  Hanneman 
Mr & Mrs. Robert & Sue  Price 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen & Joan G. Wilhelm 
Mr. Doug  Courtright 
Mr & Mrs. Robert & Barbara  Keller 
Ms. Vicki S. Cameron 
Mr & Mrs. Vernon & Dorthy Faye  Oates 
Ms. Maureen  O'Keefe 
Mr & Mrs. John & Norma  Kaebel 
Ms. Judy F. Wheat 
 
** Dorthy Matkovic ** 
Mr & Mrs. Harold & Shirley  Stanfield 
Mr. William R. Pillman 
Mr & Mrs. Nick & Sandra L. Adkins 
Ms. Mary J. Schuck 
Ms. Alice M. Nash 
Ms. Mary J. Stewart 
Mr & Mrs. Robert & Beverly  Schmidt 
Ms. Betty J. Gosbin 
 
** Wanda Bushong ** 
Ms. Shirley J. Wendland 
Ms. Julienne L. Langen 

 

** Richard (Skip) Knight ** 
Roni  Lewis / Spotters 
Ms. Peggy  Martire 
Ms. Connie L. Boyle 
CSR Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. J.D & Marilyn  Burns 
Mr & Mrs. David & Wendy  Hardin 
Mr & Mrs. Jerry & Karen  Parmele 
Old Heritage  Landscaping Inc. 
Ms. Rhonda  Kirk 
Joyce & Margaret  Volk / Bentley 
Mr. Terry S. Livingston 
Mr & Mrs. Gregory & Joyce  Diveley 
Mr & Mrs. Richard & Carol  Moss 
Mr & Mrs Dennis & L. Jean  Maher 
Mr & Mrs. Patrick & Heather  Berres 
Ms. Judith G. Bach 
Mr & Mrs. Ronald & Bobalene  Vohs 
Mr. & Mrs. Winfield W. Volk 
 
** Clarence Robinson ** 
Ms. Gail L. Wagner 
 
** Walter Wood ** 
Attorneys @ Law   Hanna & Hanna PC 
Ms. Barbara J Calhoun 
Ms. Julie A. Bouljon 
 
** Frances Ingold ** 
Mr & Mrs. Wayne & Janet  Zimmer 
Jackie & Loida  Breedlove 
Mr & Mrs. Randy & Connie  Friedrich 
Ms. Shaune  Kemper 
Mr & Mrs. Jerry & Beverly  Potts 
 
** Paul Holmes ** 
Mr & Mrs. James & Judy  Duley 
Ms. Brittany  Osley 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom  Frazier 
 
 
TAPS is committed to providing a safe 
environment for homeless pets until they 
can be placed into permanent, loving 
homes. We take in and rehabilitate sick 
and injured pets that have nowhere else to 
go, and we provide education to new pet 
owners to ensure happier, healthier lives 
for companion animals. TAPS pet 
adoption center and shelter is a non profit 
501(c)(3) humane organization. Donations 
are tax deductible to the extent provided 
by law. 
 

Costume contest winner at 
Tailwaggers! 

Dexter 

Bailey 
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Sheila Bolton, Volunteer Coordinator 
 
Just over a year ago Sheila Bolton became a volunteer at 
TAPS.  She was drawn to TAPS by her love of animals, and a 
desire to enrich the lives of shelter dogs - helping them become 
more adoptable by providing socialization and training. 
 
Sheila soon became aware of the important roles volunteers 
play at TAPS and of the need to grow the volunteer program.  
When the position was created, Sheila became TAPS first 
Volunteer Coordinator and began to build the volunteer 
program from the ground up. 
 
Under her leadership the number of active volunteers has 
grown dramatically – from a handful, to fifty or more. These 
volunteers mean “more opportunity for TAPS – for adoptions, 
community awareness, visibility and donations”  said Angela 
Blackman, Shelter Executive Director.  During the Marigold 
Festival weekend volunteers were involved in the Festival 
Parade, TAPS booth and offsite adoption events at Peoria 
Petsmart and Petco.  “This event required tremendous 
coordination and lots of volunteers”  said Blackman. “Over 50 
different volunteers were involved in the weekend’s events.  
We would not have been able to do this six months ago!”   
 

“Sheila exhibits true leadership in her role of Volunteer Coordinator”  said 
one volunteer, “she leads by example and her excitement and commitment to 
TAPS and its animals are contagious. Sheila also recognizes the different 
talents and interests each volunteer brings, makes them to feel welcome, and 
works to help them find the right fit.”   
 
Many opportunities to volunteer are available. For more info visit our 
webpage and contact:  

Sheila at tapsvol@yahoo.com or 309-241-8226 

 
The TAPS grounds 
have seen many 
changes and 
improvements over 
the summer 
months. These 
pictures show the 
handiwork and 
green thumbs of 
our grounds 
volunteers. The 
beautiful, living 
tree and plants 
make a proper 
tribute to Sue who 
was so full of life 
herself.  On a nice 
day the area is full 
of dogs being 
walked and people 
relaxing on the 
benches or at the 
picnic table. The 
zip-line is also a 
favorite of our 
dogs. The Dog 
Behavior and 
Training Center 
also holds classes 
on the lawn. 
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       By L inda Tosch 

 
     In late July when Judy Wall arrived at TAPS for work at 6:30 a.m. there was 
a sealed box at the door.  Later, Brittany Wilson heard some meowing coming 
from the front desk and investigated.  In an opened box, she saw six small 
kittens.  There was no sign of the mother. 
     TAPS Vet Technician, Jessica Egan, says the kittens were “ full of parasites 
and had an upper respiratory infection.”   Barely open, their eyes were “ filled 
with a slimy discharge. “   
     The kittens, about two weeks old, needed a mother.  Kittens should be nursed 
from six to eight weeks says Egan. 
     The kittens were placed with a pregnant cat for a few days but were taken away when she went into early labor.  
Brittany called her grandmother, Toni Edie, and asked if they could foster a few of the kittens.  She said yes.  But after she 
got to TAPS she agreed to take all six. 
     “…No one else could take them,”  she says. 

     Toni and Brittany fed the kittens—first with syringes, then bottles—every two hours for 
two weeks.  While the family was out of town for a week the kittens went back to TAPS.  
There, staff noticed that when the kittens cried, an adult cat would answer them.  During a 
search they discovered it was Penny, a one-and-a-half year old that had been found by a 
lady in Hanna City.  Penny was the mother the kittens needed.  
     When Toni and Brittany returned, they discovered Penny and that a male kitten Brittany 
named Scar, had died the night they left. She was surprised. 
     “He wasn’ t eating, but he wasn’ t sick…I thought it was going to be Baxter or Simba 
because they were the sick ones,”  she says. 
     All the kittens had been given names.  There were the girls:  Clarice, the explorer, “ the 
escape artist,”  Nahla, “ laid back—the sweetest thing,”  and Kara, “ the follower,”  as in 
always ready to follow Clarice. There were the boys:  Baxter, the “scaredy cat”  and Simba, 
the “curious.”  
     Penny turned out to be a “good helper.”   She cleaned the kittens--on her own and upon 
request--watched them and corralled anyone who would escape from the cage. 

     In the Edie home the kittens continued to be bottle fed, then were slowly 
transitioned into soft, then hard food.  Their care says Brittany has been “ like 
having a baby—difficult.”  
     It would get more difficult.  They brought home three more tiny, motherless 
kittens from TAPS.   One of those died.   But seven of nine have survived and 
will need permanent homes. 

Finding animals at TAPS’  doors is not unusual. What is unusual in 
this case comments Egan, is the number of kittens that survived. 
     Egan says, “Toni and Brittany did a good job, and Penny probably helped 
them stay sane.”  
     Brittany sounds definite when she says, “Oh, yeah.”  

If you are interested in adopting one of these kittens, call TAPS at 353-8277. 
 

Toni holding foster cat mom, 
Penny and Brittney standing with 
Simba (left) and Baxter (right). 

Left to right: Kara, Nahla, Clarice 

TAPS is committed to helping reduce pet overpopulation by spaying and neutering all 
animals adopted from us. By increasing public awareness of the benefits of altering and the 
problem of pet overpopulation, we will be able to decrease the number of stray animals on 

the street and the number of homeless animals euthanized each year. 
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Are you a morning person? TAPS is recruiting volunteers to walk dogs in the mornings. It has been proven that dogs will spend over 50% 
of their day in active patterns including exploratory roaming and social activities with peak activities at dawn and dusk if given a choice.  
All dogs need exercise, and not only does this allow them a needed chance to exercise--- they also enjoy the socialization time with their 
handler and this allows the opportunity to work on manners and good behavior which will make each dog that much more adoptable. It is 
the policy of TAPS to provide an exercise program equal to or better than the dog exercise standards set forth in the Animal Welfare Act of 
the US.   

Training Our Pooches (TOP) Program - If you are serious about helping shelter dogs, call Ann Goyen at 347-5660 or come to the shelter 
any Saturday morning between 8:30 and 11 a.m. to learn about and become a 
member of the TOP program. 

Administrative Volunteer  - These volunteers will be responsible for assisting in the front office. Tasks include answering the phone, 
helping visitors/customers, and assisting the office manager with "paperwork". Individuals must learn admission and adoption policies and 
must be friendly, outgoing and organized. This is an excellent opportunity for people who may not want to work hands-on with shelter 
animals due to allergies, etc. 

Cat Care Assistant - Assist staff in cleaning cat rooms, including cleaning cages, changing litter boxes, feeding, doing laundry, washing 
dishes, sweeping and mopping floors. Spend time grooming, petting and giving special one-on-one attention to the cats that often only the 
volunteers can provide.  

Grooming – Without volunteers this important job would most likely be overlooked. No one wants to bring home a dirty or matted pet. 
Simply volunteering to bathe and brush the animals stimulates better hair growth, and the pets are happier and healthier as a result. Feline 
grooming is an excellent example of how our younger volunteers can become involved with animals hands-on. 

Shelter  Cleaning – Cleaning the shelter is a very important task, not only does it make the building presentable for the potential adopters 
and visitors to TAPS, it also provides a clean, safe and healthy environment for these animals to live in as they await their forever homes. 
Cleaning can include care for a certain room, doing dishes or laundry, as well as dusting, washing windows and floors. It is all very 
important and appreciated. 

Building &  Grounds – If you are more of an outdoors person and would prefer working the grounds or improving outside facilities then we 
have need of your services. We want our building and grounds to look nice and reflect a sense of care and pride – your help with mowing, 
planting flowers and grounds upkeep help us to achieve this. 

Offsite Adoption Assistants – These volunteers will help the animals reach people who may not otherwise come to the shelter. We hold 
offsite adoptions at several locations on weekends, and rely on the volunteers to help transport animals or supplies to the destination. 
Additionally, they help in loading the animals, setting up cages, and care for the animals throughout the event. We also depend on the 
volunteers to become familiar with the background of the animal in their care so they can communicate and answer questions from potential 
adopters as to whether the pet is a good fit for their home. Training will be provided by our offsite coordinator or another experienced 
volunteer. If you are interested in helping us with our offsite adoptions, contact Sheila Borton at 309-241-8226. 

Adoptions Counselors – These volunteers’  assist and interview potential adopters. Through discussion and using our meet your match 
guidelines, you will assist in selection of an appropriate companion animal and provide basic behavioral and health care information 
counseling. Telephone follow-up and support is encourage and an important part of this position in order to assure the success of each 
adoption. 

Offsite Adoption Counselors – These volunteers will help to organize the assistants to set up for the offsite event, check in with the store 
or event manager upon arrival, and take responsibility for professional conduct and clean up during and after the event. Additionally, this 
person is responsible for counseling the adopters, approving adoptions and completion of all necessary paperwork. 

Evening Lead Volunteers – Volunteers in this position will need experience and a thorough understanding of all shelter practices and 
procedures. They will be responsible for complete evening shelter care, to include; overseeing evening volunteers, ensuring all dogs receive 
their evening feeding, and a walk. Additionally, kennels will be spot cleaned as needed. These individuals will undergo one-on-one training 
with the director to develop a full understanding of responsibilities. This job is a big one, but it is very rewarding and requires a weekly or 
bi-weekly evening commitment from the hours of 5 PM to 8 PM. 
 
 

     
Laurel      Hooch  Hugo     Miss Mousey  Poseidon 



History of TAPS 
 
The foundation for our current home has been recently laid, but the foundation for its purpose was 50 years ago. TAPS 
had the most humble of beginnings – no name, no home, and no money. It did, however, have the dedication born of the 
love Paul and Irene Chronic had for any animal brought to their attention as needing care. 
 
It was not until 1958 that TAPS was officially chartered as a non-profit animal shelter.  The City of Pekin provided land 
on River Road for the location of the shelter’s first home, a building constructed by volunteers using donated materials. In 
1979, a rapidly rising Illinois River forced immediate evacuation of this much-needed home for the homeless. The 
passiveness of the animals as they were being rowed to safety was described as being almost unreal. 
 
A local veterinarian and friends of the shelter provided temporary homes for those displaced until the city made available 
The Depot located at the corner of Third and Broadway. In 1989, the collapse of a wall resulted in the building being 
condemned. Given twenty-four hours to evacuate, the animals were once again rescued by volunteers and transported by 
rental van to another city-owned building on Koch Street. 
 
Fortunately, it was also at this time that Tim and Lil Soldwedel deeded the acreage and several other benefactors provided 
the monetary basis for the construction of a new facility on Allentown Road. On a special Sunday in February of 19990, 
wishful thinking became reality as the freshly-groomed homeless, abandoned, and abused found yet another home. 
 
Fifteen years later, Board members recognized the need for a larger facility and began to envision a new shelter. When 
this was brought their attention, Henry J. and Alice Cakora donated property to serve as the building site. The Capital 
Campaign Committee, organized by others also concerned, soon began securing the funds necessary to complete the 
endeavor. And so it was once again through the generosity of shelter friends and the help of volunteers that a vision was 
realized. All who contributed to the success of the project can be justifiably proud of this asset to animal welfare dedicated 
in October, 2006, at 100 TAPS Lane. 
 
If you have additional information, pictures, or stories to share about TAPS history and those that are part of our legacy, 
please contact the shelter at 309-353-8277 and ask to speak with Linda Tosh, TAPS Volunteer Historian. 

 

Jayden is a very sweet girl that©s just over 1 1/2 years 
old. She was returned to TAPS extremely under 
weight and full of fleas. Jayden has now gained much 
needed weight, the fleas are long gone and she©s 
ready to find her forever home. She is a very active 
girl and would love a big back yard to run and play in 
or a family to take her for walks on a daily basis. She 
would love to play a nice game of fetch or just hang 
around and be loved. Jayden would make a 
wonderful addition to your family and looks forward 
to meeting you soon. 

 

 
Mitzi is a 2 year old DSH brown tabby kitty. She was 
found wandering as a pregnant stray. She was brought 
into a foster home where she raised 6 beautiful kittens 
who have all found homes of their own. Now Mitzi is 
waiting for her chance at a forever home. Mitzi is a 
playful kitty who enjoys chasing after laser pointers, 
string toys, and toy mice. She is a lively, well-
mannered girl. She tolerated the other kitties in her 
foster home, but she doesn©t take well to being bossed 
around by other kitties. She likes being in charge of 
her humans and the other kitties alike. Mitzi is very 
eager to purr when she is petted, handled, and loved. 



 
 
 
In Groveland 
Woody’s Restaurant 
 
In Mackinaw 
Gil’s 
Heartland Bank 
IGA 
 
In Morton 
Judy’s Restaurant 
Lennie’s  
Eli’ s  
Monical’s Pizza 
Morton Family Restaurant 
Pizza Hut 
Pizza Ranch 
Yogi’s Super Liquors 
 
In Pekin 
14th Street Hardware 
Ace Liquor 
Allegra Printing 
American Legion 
Andy’s  
Artistic Flowers 
Best Buffet 
Broadway Liquors 
Butternut Bread 
Camille’s 
Casey’s 
Charlie’s Aquarium 
CJ’s Restaurant 
Cobbler Corner 
Colonial Barber 
County Market 
Courtesy Cleaner’s  
Cranwill’ s 
Culver’s 
CVS 
Dairy Queen 
Dan’s Barbershop 
Derby Street Liquors 
Double D’s 
Ernie’s Restaurant 
Excalibur Seasonings 
Busy Corner 
Fast Dragon 
Gamer’s Paradise 
Goodfellas 
Grumpy Petes 
Hair Depot 
 
 

 
Heartland Bank 
Heavenly Delights 
Herget Bank 
Italo’s 
Jamie’s Merle Norman 
Jimbo’s Jumbo 
Kelly’s 
Lange Animal Clinic 
Little Ades 
Maddy’s Mexican Restaurant 
Mauries 
McDuffs 
Midway Tap 
Miller Center 

Moose 
One Hour Martinizing 
Our Inn Place 
Pekin Animal Clinic 
Pekin Boat Club 
Pekin Community Bank 
Pekin Downtown Car Wash 
Pekin Gas  
Quick Trip 
Ray Dennison Chevrolet 
Shell Gas Station 
Spudnut, Inc. 
Sun Cleaners 
Time for You 
Towerline Speedway 
Tractor Supply 
Trading Post 
USCO (3 stations) 
Woodworkers Shop 
Yesterday’s Bar 
YWCA 

 
In East Peor ia 
BP 
Culver’s 
New Twist 
Par-A-Dice Shell 

PHILLIPS 66 
Avanti’ s 
 
In Peor ia 
Bremer’s 
Campus Town 
CiCi’s Pizza 
Game Room 
Hoerr’s Nursery 
Just for Fun 
My Dogs’  Bakery 
Rabers Meat 
Shell Gas 
The Spotted Cow 
 
In South Pekin 
USCO 
 
In Washington 
4 Paws Animal Clinic 
Ace Hardware 
Casey’s 
Touch of Homespun 
Uftring’s  
(This list is current as of the last 
collection date, please contact Debbie 
Fischer, djfisch@bradley.edu or call 
TAPS, if you know of a business not 
included in this newsletter.) 

 

It is real simple to help us out. Just 
drop your spare change in our 

doghouse collection containers that 
have been conveniently placed on 
the counters of these businesses. 

The following businesses support TAPS thru the Gimme Shelter campaign.  
Please patronize them and say thanks for their unending support. 



 
 

 
 

Tazewell Animal Protective Society 
100 TAPS Lane 
Pekin, IL  61554 
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PERMIT NO 151 

Shelter  Hours: 
Tues. – Fri. 11 am – 6 pm 
Sat. – Sun. 11 am – 5 pm 

Closed Mondays 
 

Phone:  309-353-TAPS (8277) 
 

TAPS website 
www.tapsshelter.org 

 
TAPS e-mail:  

admin@tapsshelter.org 
 

 
 

 

          
 
 

WILL DONATE 20% OF THEIR SALES TO 
T.A.P.S.!  

When: Tuesday Nov. 11th from 4pm – 8pm 
Where: Steak n Shake - 3489 Court St. in Pekin 

All you have to do is bring in the voucher provided 
below, show it to your server, and everything on your 
bill will be counted for the 20%. You pay nothing 
extra. You can even purchase Steak n’  Shake gift cards 
with a voucher to be used for future visits and also 
receive 20% for TAPS. 
STEAK N’  SHAKE ACCEPTS CREDIT CARDS 
OR CASH AS FORMS OF PAYMENT. 
 
Give vouchers to your friends, business associates, and 
family. We’ve included two for you with this 
newsletter! If you would like more than two vouchers 
please make copies, stop TAPS, or print them off our 
website. The more people that join us at the event, the 
more money our shelter earns!  
 

One impor tant rule: 
No vouchers can be given out on Steak n Shake 

property. 

STEAK N SHAKE 
IN PEKIN 

 


