
Greetings! 
 
We hope that your Thanksgiving holiday this year was special - filled with happy memories of 
time spent with those we love.   Looking back over the year, there have been so many changes at 
TAPS, many of which you have been able to read about through our newsletter.  This year 
marked our 50th Anniversary of helping animals and serving our community.  Despite the 
economic hard times this country is facing, we truly feel blessed to have the support and 
dedication of the Pekin & surrounding communities that keeps our facility open --- as a place of 
hope and shelter for many animals that would otherwise have no place to go.   
 
Our pets bring a special warmth and completeness to our homes and families.  Please check out 
our website – there are so many wonderful cats and dogs just waiting for a forever home of their 

own.  Every adoption is a little different, but it is 
always a blessing to see the bond starting between a 
person and their new pet – they enrich our lives in so 
many ways.  While we do not encourage pets as a 
“surprise gift” , if your family is considering a new 
pet and would like to adopt we encourage everyone 
to come out for a visit.  Another option is for parents 
to fill out an application in advance and perhaps 
purchase a gift certificate, which will allow the entire 
family to be a part of the adoption after the holidays.   
 
If adoption is not an option for you at this time, but 

you want to make a difference in the lives of the TAPS animals, please check out wish list on our 
website for the types of food we use and products we are in need of.  In addition to dropping off 
donations at TAPS, there are also Christmas trees decorated with photos of TAPS pets around 
town where you can also leave items.  Another way to get the family involved is through 
sponsorship, or check the website for links to shopping, 
online giving, products and service we are need of etc. --- 
there are many ways to give.  Another fun way to help the 
animals at TAPS is to become a volunteer.  Our grounds 
and building would not be as inviting for guests to come 
and adopt if it were not for the dedicated men and women 
on our building and grounds crew.  Animals would not 
receive the grooming, walking and play times if volunteers 
were not a part of our organization.  And the off-site and 
special events volunteers work so hard to adopt animals and 
raise funds for operations.  There are also people who take 
photographs, update our Petfinder site & website, friends at 
the newspapers and TV, foster families, aluminum can recycling, and the list could go on and on.  
The important thing to note is that there are so many ways to get involved and continue support of 
TAPS and help the animals using YOUR unique skills and interests.  We cannot emphasize the 
important role volunteers’  play at TAPS and we appreciate all that you do!!!  
 
During the Holiday Season, we reflect on our many blessings --- and we would like to thank the 
dedication of the volunteers, board members, staff and the community for everyone’s care and 
support.   
 
We wish you a Blessed Holidays! 
 
Sincerely,  
Henry Cakora – TAPS Board President 
Angela Blackman – TAPS Executive Director 

Angela and Jefferson 

Henry and Wheeler 



Honor a pet gone, but not forgotten. Recently launched was our Memory Walk 
fundraiser, offering engraved brick pavers to the public in memory of a special pet.  
The placement of the pavers will be located at the entrance to the newly formed 
walking paths directly behind the shelter, TAPS Trails. Installation is targeted for 
spring, 2009 along with a dedication ceremony. TAPS shelter would be honored to 
add your pet’s name along with a short sentiment to this special area as a memorial 
to the joy he/she brought to all. 

Our first brick is dedicated to Brody who was and will forever be 
remembered by TAPS staff as a truly unique dog.  Rescued out of a severely neglectful situation and untouchable when 
originally brought in, Brody received the care and attention that he needed.  Over time, he picked his “special”  people 
that he bonded with and trusted.  Brody was happiest when he spent time with them.   As Brody matured, he developed 
heart problems.  He lived the remainder of his days under the loving attentions of those at TAPS who knew him best.  
He was much loved and is still sadly missed.  

Personalized pet pavers for your loved ones are a wonderful way to commemorate the lives of those who 
gave us so much love and compassion. We all can relate stories about how animals have touched our lives and the lives 
of those we love. A finely engraved paver will remind us of them here, until we meet again. Treasure your friend 
forever with a pet paver.  

A donation of $50 per brick is requested. If you would like more information, please contact Vickie Brent at 
309-444-4874 or the shelter directly at 309-353-TAPS(8277).  Order forms may be picked up at TAPS front desk or 
accessed on-line at www.tapsshelter.org.  
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Prince 
Sanford  Damion 

Mittens  CoCo Sheeba  Trudy 
Sadie  Gabriel  Cookie  Smokie 

Brandy  KiKi  King  Miss Mousey  Karmi 
Poinsettia 
Little Girl 

“Because of need we give them shelter, 
 Because of love we give them care. 
But they thrive through your commitment, 
 And the blessings you willingly share.”  


