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TEBPS

NO-KILL ANIMAL SHELTER
Their chance to Live..Your chance to L
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3/14/09 & 3/15/09- Petsmart 10-8Ne will be taking adoptable cats and dogs. Shifes10:00 -
1:30 & 1:30 - 5 No age limit.

3/21/09 8am-10am-Pekin Applebee'klelp greet, seat, serve and clean up at the Flapja
Fundraiser.

3/28/09-f' Annual Bowl-a-thon at Sunset Lanes-Pekin Volunteers will be needed to help sell
50/50 raffle tickets, etc from 6:00-9:00 p.m.

3/28/09 & 3/29/09-East Peoria Petsmart 11We will be taking adoptable dogs. Shifts are
11:00-1:30 and 1:30-4:00. No age limit

04/04/09 & 04/05/09 Peoria Petcbl - 4.We will be taking adoptable dogs and cats. Shifts
11-1:30 & 1:30 - 4. Must be 18 years old.
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FEATUIRIE STOIRY

What is a Volunteer? According to Webster it is “one who renders a service or takes part in a
transaction while having no obligation to do so”. But to TAPS, a volunteer is so much more...

TAPS in a non-profit organization. It gets no loans, grants, or bailout money from the state or federal
government. The money that is collected through donations, adoption fees, memorials, etc. goes to pay
bills (utilities, phone), maintain the building, veterinary care and to pay the small staff at TAPS.

Volunteers are vital to TAPS in many ways. The paid staff takes care of the basic day-to-day duties of
making sure the cages are clean, the dogs are fed, and the cats have clean litter. But the animals need
much more than that. They need human interaction (socialization) and exercise. Animals who are
socialized are more adoptable and their chances for finding permanent homes will increase.

Volunteers who are available early morning hours can help walk dogs in the morning before feeding time
(7 a.m.). They can also come during the day and walk the dogs or spend time in the cat rooms brushing

or playing with the cats. They can serve as adoption counselors (after training), help in the office putting
adoption packets together, doing filing or other office duties.

They can also help take animals to the vet, pick up food donations, or pick up animals from other shelters
when we have openings at our shelter.



If you are available at nights or on the weekends, we need dog walkers then too. Now that the weather is
nicer, we hope to have enough volunteers come at night that each dog gets a long walk out in the
meadow area every night. This is good exercise for the dog (and you) and adds to the dog’s socialization
skills.

If you like to work outdoors, you might be interested in helping the Building and Grounds Committee
install pavers for our Memory Walk, help clean brush on the trails, or help with yard work.

On the weekends, we also take animals to offsite locations like Petco and Petsmart in hopes that we can
find them a permanent home. Volunteers are always needed for these offsites. Also, we will soon be
selling candy bars and asking for food donations at area WalMarts, all which helps the shelter animals.

We have little red doghouse donation banks in many area businesses. If you would like to help picking
some of these banks up on a monthly basis or know of some businesses where we can place a donation
bank, please let us know.

We always need help with fundraisers. We are currently having a bowl-a-thon on March 21* at Sunset
Lanes and a Flapjack Fundraiser on March 21* at the Pekin Applebee’s. We need volunteers to sell
tickets for the Flapjack Fundraiser and help serve and clean up. The bowl-a-thon will need volunteers to
help out with the 50/50 raffle tickets, etc.

We also have Rockin for TAPS at the Pekin Boat Club this summer and Tailwaggers at Mineral Springs
Park in the fall. We need lots of volunteers for these larger fundraising events to make them successful.
Are you a member of a band that would be willing to donate your time to play at an event? Do you know

a DJ or a sound guy that would donate time? Do you work for a company that has a donation matching
program?

We volunteer because we love animals and want them to have a loving, permanent families. All these
activities take time and commitment but to see an animal go home with a new family is so rewarding, it
melts your heart. If you have not withessed it, please spend some time at the shelter. It is something that
you won't forget and it will remind you why volunteering your time is so important.

If you can help in any way let us know. There are so many ways we can make a difference as a volunteer
for TAPS.

THOUGHT OF THE DAY (by Heather Cortez)
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Animal Supplies
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Office Supplies
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Cleaning Supplies
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